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SUBMISSION TO THE HMAS SYDNEY II COMISSION OF INQUIRY
from DAVID KENNEDY,

MY research into German surface raiders started about 1995 when a former Komet crewman and
junior Intelligence operative at the German embassy in Tokyo in 1941, Charles (Kart-Heinz) Noack,
brought back some raider footage from his first visit to Germany in 37 years. A friend of his was
going out with my sister at the time.

Chronological research took me from Komet and Atlantis to Widder, Thor, Orion and Pinguin so by
the time I reached Kormoran I had interviewed many German, Australian and other allied navy and
merchant marine veterans. It was an interview with former Norwegian wireless operator Roald
Larsen, of Bilgola, Sydney, and his wife Fae, that introduced doubt in the straight-forward account
in G. Hermon Gill’s official history of the Sydney-Kormoran action. I had gone to them merely for
pictures and contacts of Norwegian seamen who had been victims of the earlier raiders, with Roald
the president of the Norwegian seamen’s association. They volunteered that Fae’s uncle had been
lost with Sydney and the action had arisen in a conversation in the port of Sfax, Tunisia, shortly
after the war when they met the wireless operator on a nearby Swedish ship. He had said he had
been a German wireless operator in the Tokyo embassy and had been in contact with Kormoran
during the action. He was “horrified” at what had transpired. Through the Swedish consulate and
German authorities 1 traced the operator who spoke to the Larsens as the late Heinz Herrmann. I
found his photograph also in the diary of Admiral Paul Wenneker, German wartime naval attaché in
Tokyo. Of many photos in the diary, Herrmann, later a secret service wireless tracker in Europe,
was the only picture without his name in the caption (see DFATS). The Larsens later confirmed
repeatedly that Herrmann, known to have been in the supply ship Kulmerland after supplying
Kormoran, said the radio contact had been during the action. This negated claims by author
Barbara Winter (Poniewierski) that Herrmann did not actually say he was in contact with Kormoran
during the action. Kormoran wireless operators Adolf Marmann and Hans Linke confirmed
Herrman'a presence at the rendezvous with Kormoran.

I was bemused when I rang Garden Island in Sydney to ask for the Navy Public Relations officer at
the time regarding HMAS Sydney and was advised to contact authors Tom Frame and Winter
(Poniewierski).

When I contacted Frame, he urged me to go ahead with my signals research, Winter discouraged
me. Frame has written that he did not interview the Germans because he doubted their veracity
about the action while Winter has written that she did not interview any German wireless
operators. I was the first to interview the wireless operators since they were returned from prison
camp In Australia. Wireless operators, and stewards, are traditionally the best-informed on the ship
after the top few officers.
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