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PREFACE

The President of the Sea King Board of Inquiry, Commodore L. N. Pataky, AM, C5C, BAN,
forwarded the Board’s report to the Appomtmg Authority, Rear Admural D E. Thomas, AM,
CSC, PAN, on 18 December 2006. The version provided here includes a number of
additions, corrections and delefions. Significant changes are listed in the Table of
Amendments. Changes fall mto the followmg areas.

Corrections at the direction of the Board

In the period between the receipt of the Board's report 18 December 2006 and the dissolution
of the Board on 11 Apnl 2007 the Board further reviewed the report and directed that a
number of changes be made. Some of these changes were made m the light of an independent
legal review undertaken to ensure that the report adequately addressed the terms of reference
and that the conclusions were supported by evidence. The legal review was condocted by

Lieutenant Commander W. Sofronoff QC, FANE who 1= also the Queenzland Solicitor
General.

Typographical, formatting and clerical errors and corrections

In prepanng the report for release minor comrections have been included where they do not
make substantive change to the report. A few of these are listed in the Table of Amendments.
Examples of the comrections not hsted in the Table of Amendments mclude; Chapter 6 from
paragraph 6.23 to the end of the chapter were mcorectly numbered, Chapter 6 paragraph
6.183(2) the word “associate’ should have read “associated’, Chapter 9 Table 9.1 the word

“Sequurrell’ should have read *Squirrel’, Chapter 18 paragraph 18.17 reference to "Table 10.1°
should read “Table 18.1° and paragraph 18.133 the word “fangible couplmgs’ should read

“frangible couplmgs’.
Material not published

As 1dentified mn the Table of Amendments a number of paragraphs and sentences are not
pubhished. Some of these are not published due to 13sues of junsdiction of the Board and
procedural faimess. These matters have been the subject of legal advice from semor counsel

In addibion, some matenial has not been pubhshed becanse pubhcation would be an
unreasonable disclosure of sensitive personal medical information of the deceased or because
of operational secunty, specifically the names of personnel serving in HMAS KANIMBLA at
the trme. These parts are not matenial to the findings or recommendations m the report.
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Table of Amendments

Annex 1A Terms of Reference rocadmap developed by the
Board to assist the reader. This rcadmap was
updated by Defence to reflect additional information
provided by the Board. Some typographical errors
were comecied

Finding 3.A1 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding 5.7 Change made at the direclion of the Board

Figure 517 Chamge made at the direcfion of the Board

Footnote Ch 5 fn 18 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding 5311 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding 5.31.2 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Footnote Ch 5 fn 54 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding fE21 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding 5.831 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 5.173(d) Chamge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 5.178(h} Chamge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 5.200.1 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 5.282(d) Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Section Intro to section 3 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

added

Figure g.20 Figure referenced in the report but was missing.
Figure inserted by Defence. Consequential changes
made to references.

Finding 7O Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph TF4 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph TG3ig) Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph TG4 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph FLELT Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Footnote Ch 8 fn 88 Exhibit identified by the Board but not referenced.
Reference inserted by Defence

Finding 12.8 Paragraph motf published in light of legal advice

Finding 1247 Paragraph mot published in the light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.58 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.58 Faragraph not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12137 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12140 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.142 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.143 Paragraph motf published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.144 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12147 Paragraph not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12148 Paragraph not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.151 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12152 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12.154 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Finding 12A1 Paragraph not publishad in light of legal advice
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Finding 12A3 Sentence not published im light of legal advice

Finding 1244 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12411 Paragraph motf published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12815 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12A18 Paragraph mot publishad in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12418 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12A22 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12823 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 12438 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Finding 13.9 Paragraph mot published in light of legal advice

Finding 12.10 Paragraph mot publishad in light of legal advice

Finding 12.11 Paragraph mot publishad in light of legal advice

Paragraph 13_.24(b} Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 13 24{b}5) Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 1325 Sentence not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 13.51(a) Photos identfied by the Board but not inserted in the
repaort. Photos inserfed by Defence with approval of
the Board.

Footnote Ch 13 45 Exhibit identified by the Board but not referenced.
Reference inserted by Defence

Footnote Ch 12 48 Exhibit identified by the Board but not referenced.
Reference inserted by Defence

Figure 142 Figure referenced in the report but was missing.
Figure inserted by Defence.

Arniney 14 4 Annex referenced in the report but was missing. The
document being the annax was inserted by Defencs.

Annex 14 8 Annex incorrecty referenced. Defence amended to
be comectly referenced

Footnote Ch 17 fm 42 Referance missing in report. Reference inseried by
Defence

Paragraph 17.77 Paragraph not published in light of legal advice

Paragraph 18.2 Incomect quote from a reference. Amended by
Defence by removing the words "The Board's"

Tabla 18.3 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Table 18.3 Mot published because it disclosed sensitive
personal information about the deceased and which
is otherwise immaterial

Finding 18.3.1 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding 18.3.2 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Finding 18.3.3 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.1 Change made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 18232 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18233 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.4 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.5 Change made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.8 Chamge made at the direclion of the Board
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Paragraph 18.23.8 Mot published in its entirety because it disclosed
sensitive personal information about the deceased
and which is otherwvise immaterial

Paragraph 18237 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.7 Mot published in its entirety becawse it disclosed
sensitive personal information about the deceased
and which is otherwise immaterial

Paragraph 18.23.8 Chamge made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 18239 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.8 Mot published in its entirety becawse it disclosed
sensitive personal informafion about the deceased
and which is otherwise immaterial

Paragraph 182310 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.11 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.12 Change made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 18.23.13 Change made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 182314 Chamnge made at the direcfion of the Board

Recommendation | 18.37 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Recommendation | 18.38 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18270 Chamge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 18.271 Chamge made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 20.18 Cross-reference incormect

Paragraph 21.26.1 Chamge made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 21.28.2 Chamge made at the direclion of the Board

Paragraph 21283 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 2036 Change made at the direcfion of the Board

Paragraph 20.55 Change made at the direclion of the Board

Annex 204 Chamge made at the direclion of the Board

Arniney 20 & pp 1117 Table of HMAS KAMIMBLA ships crew not published
for reasons of operational security

Abbreviations Paragraph 1.43 in chapter 1 referred to a list of

abbreviations and acronyms but the list was not
included with the report. Defence has inserted the list
for ease of reference by the reader. Conseguential
editing changes have been made fo ensure
consistency with this list.
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AUTHORISATION

The President and Members of the Board of Inquiry, inquiring into the circumstances
of the crash of the Royal Australian Navy Westland Sea King Mark 50A helicopter
registration number N16100 at Tuindrao on the island of Nias, Indonesia on
Saturday 2 April 2005, and the death of nine and the injury of two Australian Defence
Force members agree that the Report accompanying this authorisation sets out the
findings of the Board and the recommendations of the Board. With the exception of
the matters contained in the separate statement made by Mr John Raby which 15
Annexure 7H to this Report, the President and members of the Board confirm that we
agree upon the findings and recommendations presenied in this Report. Mr Raby has
separately signed the Annexure TH pursuant to Reg 36(2) of the Defence (Inguiry)
Regulations 1985,
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President:

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Commodore Les Pataky, CSC, EAN
Captam Brett Dowsmg, BAN
Group Captain Ian Famsworth
Lieutenant Colonel Martm Levey

Mr John Eaby
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