NAVY SEA KING HELICOPTER CRASHES IN INDONESIA


A Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Sea King helicopter from HMAS Kanimbla crashed at Amandraya, on the Indonesian island of Nias, at approximately 7:30 pm (Australian Eastern Standard Time) on Saturday 2 April 2005.

Eleven military personnel were on board the helicopter, including four aircrew and seven members of the ADF Joint Medical Element, who were providing emergency medical aid to survivors of the recent earthquake off the west coast of Sumatra.

It has been confirmed that nine ADF personnel died in the accident.  Two of the 11 personnel on the helicopter survived.  They were evacuated to HMAS Kanimbla by a second Sea King helicopter for medical treatment aboard the ship, where their condition was stable.

All members of the ADF feel profound sadness and sorrow as a result of this tragedy.  They sympathise with the families of the deceased and injured personnel, and those in mourning.

An accident investigation team has been dispatched to the crash site to determine the cause of the accident, which as yet is unknown.  Members of the Indonesian Armed Forces and local police are assisting the ADF investigation by securing the accident site and taking witness statements.

All aspects of the crash will be thoroughly investigated.  In addition to an airworthiness investigation a Board of Inquiry and a Coronial Inquiry will be conducted.

Despite this tragic accident, Operation Sumatra Assist (Phase 2) will continue, including HMAS Kanimbla’s important role in providing humanitarian aid to the Indonesian earthquake victims.

Kanimbla is a versatile ship, ideally suited to this disaster relief task.  The ship is still able to provide medical evacuation and high-quality health care from her well-equipped medical facility.

The ADF is very proud of the dedication and professionalism of its men and women conducting this relief effort, and will continue to support the families of those still deployed to Sumatra.

The ADF is grateful to the Indonesian authorities and local people of Nias for the assistance they have provided in handling this tragedy.

Defence will provide updated information as it becomes available.
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