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$10 MILLION MARITIME RESEARCH FACILITY LAUNCHED
The Minister for Education, The Hon. Julia Gillard, today opened a new Cavitation Research Laboratory at the Australian Maritime College in Launceston.

The new facility is unique in Australia and one of only a few maritime experimental laboratories in the world used to test the hydrodynamic behaviour of structures submerged in flowing water, such as submarines, ship hulls and underwater vehicles.

The new $10 million facility will be used by the Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) to undertake maritime experiments in support of new capabilities for the Royal Australian Navy.

The Rudd Government has placed a high priority on enhancing our maritime capabilities for the 21st century, as highlighted in the 2009 Defence White Paper. 

The new facility at the Australian Maritime College will play a key role in enabling DSTO to provide crucial advice on the development of Australia’s future submarine, the Air Warfare Destroyer, minehunter vessels, patrol boats, amphibious craft and other maritime platforms. 

 
Hydrodynamic research conducted in the new facility will help students undertaking maritime studies at the University of Tasmania as well as organisations such as the DSTO and Australian industry to address technology and performance issues that might arise in current and future ship design.   

 
With the opening of the new Cavitation Research Laboratory Australia now has access to a world class facility that strengthens its hydrodynamics research expertise in meeting Navy’s maritime capability requirements.  

 
The new facility represents a significant development in Australia’s maritime engineering research capacity, and increases our ability to service national and international markets requiring infrastructure for hydrodynamics research. 
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