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THE HON. GREG COMBET MP

Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel and Science

	Sunday, 12 July 2009
	 020/2009


ANNOUNCEMENT OF WORLDWIDE CHALLENGE TO DEVELOP MILITARY ROBOTS

What:

Details of a US-Australian joint initiative to develop next-
          

generation military robots will be announced.  

Where:           DSTO Fishermans Bend, 506 Lorimer Street, Melbourne 

When:           Monday, 13 July 2009 

Time:            11 am 
         
Who:               Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel & Science the Hon.
                      Greg Combet  AM  MP 
        
Australia and the US are offering $US1.6 million in prize money and inviting industry and research organisations around the world to develop super-smart robots that can cooperate autonomously in combat zones and emergency situations to protect human lives. Selected robots will compete in the Grand Challenge Event to be hosted in Australia.
A selection of experimental robots will be demonstrated. 
Media Note: 
Media representatives with photo ID are requested to arrive at 10.45 am to be signed in at the Guard House, and then escorted to the Building 22 Canteen Conference Room where they can set up for an 11 am start. 
Media Contacts: 
Rod Hilton (Greg Combet):       02 6277 7620 or 0458 276 619 
Jimmy Hafesjee (DSTO):          02 6128 6376 or 0404 042 457
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