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HMAS WARRAMUNGA RETURNS TO AUSTRALIA AFTER SIX MONTHS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AREA OF OPERATIONS

Senator Mark Bishop, representing the Minister for Defence Senator John Faulkner, today joined family and friends in welcoming 183 personnel from HMAS Warramunga home to Perth following a six-month deployment to the Gulf. 

HMAS Warramunga, an ANZAC class frigate, was stationed in the Middle East Area of Operations as part of Operation Slipper from January 2009 to July 2009.  Today’s homecoming marks the end of the twentieth rotation of RAN ships to the Middle East since September 2001.

Senator Bishop praised the crew of HMAS Warramunga for their dedication to conducting maritime interception and surveillance operations within the Gulf.

“The presence of HMAS Warramunga in the Gulf and the professionalism of her crew has greatly contributed to disrupting violent extremists’ use of the maritime environment as a venue for attack or to transport personnel, weapons or other material,” Senator Bishop said.

“HMAS Warramunga and her Ship’s Company are a capable and professional unit who trained extensively to ensure the success of this deployment. 

“I acknowledge their dedication and commitment to their vital role in contributing to Australian Defence Force operations.

“I also acknowledge and value the support of the families and friends here today. Your ongoing support is vital to the success of this and all Australian Defence Force deployments.”

Commanding Officer of HMAS Warramunga, Commander Andrew Gordon, RAN, paid tribute to the dedication of his crew during the deployment.

 “HMAS Warramunga built a maritime security operation around the Gulf States by two means,” Commander Gordon said. 
“Firstly, by working with regional navies to learn from each other and provide a safe place for all those who peacefully use the region. Secondly, we conducted baseline operations – going out and patrolling in various areas of the Gulf, getting information and dealing with various issues if and when they arose.

 “Every day was a new day in the Gulf. We were not just centred on the Iraqi oil fields; we were going from the Straits of Hormuz to the north of the Gulf.  The family and friends of the crew can be justifiably proud of the job the crew has done in the Gulf.” 

Commander Gordon also paid tribute to the vital role that the crew’s family played in the deployment. 

“Our families are the true heroes. Their love, support and sacrifice throughout our careers, and especially during this operational deployment, have made it all possible, and we are so happy to be re-united with them today.  Two members of ship’s company also became parents while the ship was away. Being away from home really makes you appreciate what a great country Australia is, and how much your family means to you. It puts everything in perspective.”

During her time in the Gulf, HMAS Warramunga conducted 18 replenishments at sea and vertical replenishments, 70 aircraft sorties by its embarked Navy Seahawk helicopter and 629 investigative queries of merchant vessels. 

HMAS Warramunga’s crew trained with Coalition forces including ships from Pakistan, Kuwait, Bahrain, and United Arab Emirates and participated in the Pakistan Navy’s Exercise Aman 09 and other coalition training activities.  These exercises were primarily to train regional Navies in maritime surveillance operations.
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