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VISIT TO INDONESIA

The Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, today met for the first time with his Indonesian counterpart, Minister for Defence, Purnomo Yusgiantoro and the Coordinating Minister for Legal, Political and Security Affairs, Djoko Suyanto.

“I was very pleased to meet with both Ministers and congratulate them on their appointments.  Our bilateral defence relationship is strong and continues to develop based on a foundation of mutual interest and respect”, Senator Faulkner said.

“My discussions with Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro focused on ways we can enhance our defence cooperation and continue to work together on humanitarian assistance and disaster relief,” Senator Faulkner said.

“I had an initial discussion with both Ministers about a framework and mechanisms for enhanced cooperation between Australia and Indonesia to counter people-smuggling, and the discussions between officials which will now take place to take this matter forward.”

The Indonesian Ministers expressed their appreciation for Australia’s efforts in assisting Indonesia with relief operations in West Sumatra following the earthquakes of 30 September in Padang.
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