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RETURN OF TROOPS SIGNALS CONTINUED STABILITY IN EAST TIMOR
Continued stability in East Timor has allowed for a Company-sized group of about 100 ADF soldiers to return to Australia after a four-month deployment, with over 80 returning today.

This adjustment in the ADF’s deployment in East Timor was announced by the Minister for Defence on 22 October 2008 and is appropriate given continued improvements in the security situation in East Timor.

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, The Hon. Warren Snowdon MP met members of the returning contingent at Darwin Airport today, thanking them for their important service.

“You can be proud of the contribution you have made in providing security support to the Government of East Timor and the United Nation’s Mission in East Timor.  You have played an important role in Australia’s ongoing commitment to assist East Timor.

“The Australian Government continues to be encouraged by the growing ability of the East Timorese security agencies, with support from the United Nations, to deal with security,” Mr Snowdon said.

The soldiers, from the Darwin-based 5th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment returned today after a four-month deployment.

Lieutenant Colonel Darren Huxley, Commanding Officer of the Timor-Leste Battle Group praised their service.

“They have played an important role in East Timor’s growth as a nation over the last year; the security situation is vastly improved and local forces are now taking on more responsibility.”

The soldiers were awarded the Australian Service Medal with Timor-Leste clasp during a parade in Dili before their departure.

About 650 Australian and 140 New Zealand troops will continue to provide security support to the Government of East Timor and the United Nations in order to maintain a stable environment.
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