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AFGHAN ELECTION SUPPORT FORCE 
COMMENCES OPERATIONS

A contingent of 120 Australian Army soldiers have commenced operations in support of the Afghanistan Presidential and Provincial elections, planned for 20 August 2009.

The troops have deployed to provide additional support to their fellow Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force (MRTF) colleagues, other troop contributing nations and the Afghan National Army.

The security forces are tasked with providing an outer-layer of support to the Afghan National Security Forces leading up to and during the elections. 

The Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, says the successful conduct of elections would be a significant measure of the progress being made in Afghanistan.

“The successful conduct of the Afghan-led Presidential and Provincial Council elections on 20 August, will provide a litmus test for both Afghanistan and the international community,” Senator Faulkner said.

Security for the elections will primarily be provided by the Afghan National Security Forces with the International Security Assistance Force providing in-extremis support. 

However, leading into the elections, the additional forces will boost efforts to disrupt Taliban operations that are aimed at denying the Afghan people their democratic right to vote.

“The Election Support Force will provide the MRTF with more boots on the ground in Oruzgan Province to help the Afghan and international security forces create a safe environment for the conduct of credible elections,” Senator Faulkner said.

“In the past few weeks, the Taliban have openly shown their contempt for democracy by laying an increasing number of improvised explosive devices. The Taliban continues to conduct a fear campaign that is backed by their determination to use indiscriminate weapons that kill innocent civilians.
“Three years ago, the people of Afghanistan voted for the democratic institutions of Government, and this year we are confident that they will cast their votes again to strengthen the democratic future of their Nation.”
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