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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE VISITS AND THANKS AUSTRALIAN TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN

Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, today visited Australian troops in Tarin Kowt, southern Afghanistan. The Minister was accompanied by Chief of Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston AC AFC; Defence Secretary, Mr Nick Warner; and the Commander of the Joint Task Force 633, Major General Mark Kelly, AO.

In addition to briefings, Senator Faulkner took the time to sit and talk with Australian troops. 

When addressing the Australian forces at Tarin Kowt, Senator Faulkner thanked the men and women on the ground for their tireless work and dedication in arduous and dangerous conditions.

“I did want to say to you all, how much we appreciate and respect what you are doing and thank you for the commitment you all make. The work that you do is absolutely critical and you all do your country proud.” 

Senator Faulkner received briefs from the Australian Headquarters in the Middle East, as well as Australia’s Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force and Special Operations Task Group.

This visit followed meetings between Senator Faulkner and coalition defence counterparts including the Secretary of Defense of the United States and United Kingdom and the Minister of Defence of the Netherlands, Canada and New Zealand. 

Still and video imagery is available at http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download.
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