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AUST SOLDIERS REMAINS INDENTIFIED IN PNG
E&OE

MARK COLVIN:
The remains of two Australian soldiers killed during the Second World War have been identified in Papua New Guinea and they'll soon be laid to rest in a War Cemetery there.

After months of research, an army investigation team has discovered the identities of the two missing diggers. 

They'll be buried with full military honours next month in Port Moresby.

The remains of two other men, whose identity remains a mystery, will be buried nearby. 

Most of these remains, and those of some Japanese soldiers, had been kept in the Australian High Commission for about a decade.

From Canberra, Alexandra Kirk reports.

ALEXANDRA KIRK: The Federal Government's defence personnel minister Greg Combet says the remains of two Australian soldiers killed in Papua New Guinea in World War II have been identified and will soon be laid to rest.

GREG COMBET: The two soldiers whose remains have been recovered are Lieutenant Talbot Logan, 29 years of age at the time of his death and Lance Sergeant James Wheeler, 23-years-old. 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: Lieutenant Logan enlisted in the army at Hughenden in Queensland in 1939 when he was 26.

Nine days later 20-year-old Lance Sergeant Wheeler joined up at Narrabri in north western New South Wales. 

GREG COMBET: In January 1943 Lance Sergeant Wheeler, who was 23 years of age was part of a two man Australian artillery forward observation party, assistant to an Australian forward observer who at the time was Lieutenant Daniels. Supporting a US infantry unit operating near Huggins Road Block.

While attempting to retrieve the body of Lieutenant Daniels who'd been hit by a Japanese sniper, Lance Sergeant Wheeler was also unfortunately shot and killed. 

In relation to Lieutenant Talbot Logan, who was 29 years of age, he was shot by a Japanese sniper just short of the beach at Boonah on the 1st of January 1943. Lieutenant Logan was in command of nine platoon, 2/12 battalion during the attempt to capture Boonah Mission. 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: Greg Combet says the families of both men have been contacted by Defence. They're yet to speak about the deeply significant event but have released personal statements.

(Extract from statement)

ACTOR: The family wishes to thank all those whose efforts now culminate in the opportunity to bury our beloved father, grandfather and great grandfather, Lieutenant Tim Logan. He served, so that we may be free. 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: And from Lance Sergeant Wheeler's family.

(Extract from statement)

ACTOR: The family is extremely grateful that Army has persevered in identifying Jim. It's extraordinary and fitting that Jim's burial in Bomana coincides with the 67th anniversary of his death. It's wonderful to know that Jim will be at rest at last, surrounded by his mates. 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: On the 1st of December the two diggers will be buried with full military honours in the Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery at Bomana near Port Moresby. 

Two other sets of remains thought to be of other Australian soldiers will be laid to rest alongside.

GREG COMBET: With the headstone "known unto God". 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: Despite almost a year's painstaking DNA research, the army investigation team hasn't been able to identify them.

GREG COMBET: Another four sets of remains have also been recovered and these are believed to be of Japanese soldiers and arrangements are being put in place for the transfer of those remains to the Japanese embassy in Port Moresby. 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: The remains of Lieutenant Logan were discovered earlier this year where he died. But the remains of all others have lain in a vault in the Australian High Commission in Port Moresby for about a decade. 

A Defence investigation's underway to find out why they were there for so long. 

GREG COMBET: To identify you know obviously whether the period of time in which the remains were held in the High Commission could have been achieved to identify exactly why there was such a period of time involved. 

ALEXANDRA KIRK: The minister says the answers will be made public.

MARK COLVIN: Alexandra Kirk. 
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