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Check against delivery
SPEAKER: Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel and Science, the Hon Greg Combet AM MP
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure for me to join you here today for the opening of the BAE Systems - Townsville Aircraft Maintenance and Support Services facility.  I understand that this most impressive facility is a marked improvement over the modest one you previously occupied whilst undertaking some outstanding work in support of the Australian Defence Force and Army Aviation in particular.  I congratulate the Townsville Airports Corporation success in providing the facility and establishment of the Northern Australian Aerospace Centre of Excellence.
The facility here, built at a cost of $10 million, will provide employment for 140 people and enhanced support for the helicopters of the ADF.

Mr McDowell has briefly described the association of BAE Systems with Defence and in particular the support provided by BAE Systems in maintaining the ADF Chinook and Black Hawk helicopters here in Townsville.
The aircraft that BAE Systems maintains are an integral air manoeuvre capability for the Australian Army that is particularly critical to our soldiers currently on operations in Afghanistan and in East Timor, and for past operations in the region.  BAE personnel have directly contributed to this operational effect and your work has been a part of the helicopter support for the 3rd Brigade provided by the 5th Aviation Regiment here in Townsville as well as for training at Oakey and more recently 6th Aviation Regiment in Holsworthy.
In particular, I would like to acknowledge the outstanding work BAE Systems undertook on modifications to our Chinook fleet for operations in Afghanistan in 2006.  In a very short period of time you completed all of the changes required to prepare the aircraft for this most challenging combat environment, to the highest standards demanded by the ADF airworthiness requirements.  I understand that since that time, BAE Systems personnel here in Townsville have continued to support our deployed Chinooks and significantly contribute to our very high mission success rate in operations in Afghanistan.
I would also like to applaud the efforts of the contractors and ADF staff involved in achieving outstanding levels of rate of effort for the Blackhawk fleet. I’m proud to announce that the Black Hawk Rate of Effort for the last financial year was an 11% increase over the previous financial year and highest for more than 6 years.

BAE Systems assistance has also been a critical component in enabling ADF helicopters to participate in important domestic activities such as counter terrorism training, the Sydney Olympics and the Melbourne Commonwealth Games.
Industry support is an important element in the ADF’s ability to deploy on operations. As with all commercial support activities, competition and contracts are fundamental to Defence receiving value for money support to its operations. You will be aware that the Black Hawk Deeper Maintenance contract is in the Tender Evaluation Phase with the Defence Materiel Organisation and it is expected that the preferred tenderer for this contract will be announced by December this year.
May I take this opportunity to also acknowledge the members of the Townsville community here today who over many years have been exceptionally supportive of our troops and in particular the helicopter unit – the 5th Aviation Regiment.
Finally, on behalf of the Australian Government I thank the leadership and the skilled tradesmen of BAE Systems for the quality maintenance that you have provided over the past nine years to the ADF’s Chinook and Black Hawk fleets.  Without your efforts the Australian Army would not have been able to conduct successful helicopter operations in Australia and in support of our interests in Afghanistan, East Timor and the region.
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