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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE VISITS REGIONAL ASSISTANCE MISSION TO SOLOMON ISLANDS

The Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner today visited the Solomon Islands.

Senator Faulkner met with the Solomon Islands Prime Minister, the Hon. Dr Derek Sikua MP, and the Royal Solomon Islands Police Commissioner, Mr Peter Marshall.

Senator Faulkner was accompanied by the Chief of Joint Operations, Lieutenant General Mark Evans. 

Senator Faulkner and Lieutenant General Evans were also briefed on the Defence-sponsored Pacific Patrol Boat Program, which has provided two patrol boats to assist with protection of resources within the Solomon Islands Exclusive Economic Zone.

Senator Faulkner met with the Commander of the Combined Task Force, Lieutenant Colonel Neil Grimes and with some of the 140 Army Reserve personnel that form the Australian Defence Force contribution to the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI). 

“I was pleased to be able to meet with the Army’s reserve personnel who contribute to security operations in the Solomon Islands. Their efforts are supporting RAMSI in achieving its development goals and this will contribute to the successful conduct of national elections in 2010,” Senator Faulkner said.

“Australia is contributing to a genuinely regional mission here. The contribution of New Zealand has been very valuable, and it is also important to note the continued commitment of military forces from Papua New Guinea and Tonga which brings a unique regional character to the mission.”

Operation ANODE’s Rotation 18 personnel are drawn mainly from the Australian Army’s Victorian-based 4th Brigade.
Further information concerning Operation ANODE can be found on the Defence website at: http://www.defence.gov.au/opEx/global/opanode/index.htm
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