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SPEAKER: 

The Hon. Greg Combet MP
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen

Good morning. A warm welcome to you all on this significant day for participants in the Capability & Technology Demonstrator (or CTD) Program, who are looking forward to the results of the latest round of funding. 

I became familiar with the CTD Program in my previous role as Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Procurement and I am mindful that today represents my first official public engagement as the new Minister responsible for Defence Science and Technology as part of my wider portfolio. As an engineer I’m excited by this particular aspect of my portfolio.

You may have been a little surprised at the choice of the Sydney Aquarium for today’s announcement but, as you just saw, clever ideas can be implemented in any domain where Defence operates. And that is the very purpose of the CTD Program – to generate great ideas that can enhance Defence capability. 

The recent White Paper has clearly identified that the future operating environment of the ADF will be shaped by advances in military technology. To maintain a capability edge Australia must rely on expert science and technology. 

The Defence Science & Technology Organisation – DSTO – has been a driving force in ensuring that the ADF maintains its capability advantage. However, DSTO alone cannot provide all the technology solutions for Defence.  Partnership with industry is a key part of the solution.  

A strong, healthy partnership between Defence and industry, particularly one that encourages the two-way flow of innovative ideas is critical in delivering Defence capability and in sustaining a powerful domestic industry base.

The CTD Program is an important part of the Government’s commitment to helping Australian industry become more innovative and deliver smart technology to deliver the capability edge for Defence. 

I am pleased to see that the CTD Program attracts a high level of interest from Australian industry which continues to submit and demonstrate promising new technologies. Since the CTD program started a decade ago, Defence has invested some $220 million in 92 different CTD projects. 

The Program has more than matched its aims to assist Australian industry to demonstrate promising new technologies, and this current Round 13 of the Program is no exception. 

A total of 75 proposals were received this year. I am pleased to announce that 7 technology proposals have been selected and the successful companies will share $13 million in funding to help them demonstrate their technological innovations.

I am also pleased to note that the successful proposals have come from small and medium enterprises as well as from the larger established companies.  

The seven successful proposals include: 

· Software to streamline information flow between old and new command and control systems (proposed by Saab Systems);

· Technology to enhance Defence’s geospatial information storage capacity (from SMS Defence Solutions);

· Enhanced surveillance technology for unmanned aerial vehicles (from BAE Systems);

· A high-power, low frequency underwater acoustic equipment for minesweeping (from Thales Australia);

· A secure hard drive for the protection and movement of classified data (from Secure Systems);

· A system to detect potential threats from moving and stationary ground vehicles (from Sentient Vision Systems); and 

· A two-way communication system to monitor information about a diver’s vital signs during underwater operations (from Blue Glue).

This last proposal was the demonstration of technology we saw earlier this morning.  

The device worn by the diver is designed to constantly monitor their vital signs and the immediate underwater environment – a welcome improvement over the traditional diver monitoring method of using rope signals. 

If successfully developed this device has the potential to increase safety for our Navy divers who have to work in very dangerous and treacherous underwater environments.  There is also the potential for commercial and recreational divers to use the device as an important safety aid.  

The possible spin-off from these proposals is another benefit of the CTD Program. Some of the technologies proposed under the CTD Program have the potential to be exploited for civilian applications in addition to export markets.

The seven successful companies from the latest round will now enter contract negotiations with DSTO for the next phase of the Program. 

I warmly congratulate the companies on reaching this stage in the Program and wish them every success in demonstrating their new technology.

Not all CTD demonstrators transition into Defence’s acquisition program. Defence takes a calculated risk in funding CTD proposals that are pushing the boundaries of technology and are only at the concept stage. 

Proposals that are successfully demonstrated may later e able to qualify for the CTD Extension Program for further development provided the technology is a high priority for Defence. 

As the Minister responsible for Defence Science and Technology, I want to strongly endorse the efforts of DSTO and the CTD Program, which is enabling industry and Defence to share the rewards and risks in exploring useful technology developments because, from this valuable collaboration, comes much needed innovation.

I commend the companies and people responsible for these exciting new technology proposals and look forward to seeing them transformed into reality in the future.
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