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SPEAKER: 

The Hon. Greg Combet MP Minister for Defence Personnel, Material and Science
Thank you Nicole.  

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.  I am very pleased to be here this evening and to be speaking formally for the first time in my capacity as the Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel and Science.  

I want to start by acknowledging the work that is done by Defence Families Australia (DFA), as the national representative body and voice for our ADF families. 

DFA does a wonderful job of raising awareness of the unique circumstances and challenges that confront an Australian Defence Force family.

I would also like to acknowledge the work of my predecessor, the Hon Warren Snowdon MP in this area who was a strong supporter of increased support for ADF families. 

As you would be aware I am new to this portfolio and therefore I am keen to learn from you tonight about the challenges and issues that you see affect the families of ADF members. 

My intention within this portfolio will be to give ADF families a strong advocate within the Government and somebody that will represent the interests of our ADF members and their families. 

How we support the families of our ADF members will directly impact on the type of ADF we can have – as the Chief of Defence Force has said to me “Recruit the Family and Retain the Member”. 

Upon coming to the portfolio one of the challenges that struck me was the great instability that must be caused by the frequent demand for families to move and relocate. 

On this basis I have made it clear to the Department that I would like to explore how we can assist in easing some of the burdens associated with this lifestyle – again any suggestions that you may have for me on this tonight will be very welcome. 

As you would be aware the White Paper offers a number of initiatives, both directly and indirectly, that further support our families.

This includes extending the health care trial, providing more Community Development Officers, allowing greater participation of families in the treatment of mental health conditions and developing a simpler and more transparent set of housing assistance options. 

These are all designed at focusing on encouraging higher involvement and stronger communication with our Defence families.

Of course, this ties in very well with the theme of this year’s DFA conference, ‘Communicating to a Modern ADF family’.

It is this theme, that reinforces in my mind, the need for us to ensure that our men and women in uniform deploy with a strong confidence that their families are a part of the ADF community. 

And that in their absence, their families are provided with the support and guidance they need. 

While I am new to the Personnel part of the Defence portfolio, I am nonetheless a firm believer that we, as a Federal Government, must continue to value and support the contribution of ADF families.  

And to reinforce this commitment to families, today I announced that this year the Defence Family Support Funding Program will provide 47 family groups, with grants totalling over $900,000 to facilitate over 50 community based projects. 

These grants allow our families to actively engage with the wider ADF community and aim to lessen the impacts of mobility. 

In conclusion, I am looking forward to working very closely with DFA to ensure I have a strong independent voice supporting our personnel policy development. 

Thank you for the opportunity to address you tonight and I look forward to hearing from you over the course of the evening. 
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