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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE TO ATTEND REGIONAL COMMAND (SOUTH) AND NATO DEFENCE MINISTERS’ MEETINGS
The Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, will travel overseas from 9 to 14 June 2009 to attend the Regional Command (South) Ministers’ Meeting in the Netherlands and a NATO Defence Ministers’ meeting in Belgium to advance key issues of importance to Australia’s defence interests.

At the Regional Command (South) Ministers’ Meeting, Maastricht, the Netherlands, Minister Faulkner will meet with his international counterparts from nations contributing to NATO-led operations in Regional Command (South) in Afghanistan to discuss coalition efforts in Southern Afghanistan.
The International Security Assistance Force has five regional commands that coordinate civil-military activities in Afghanistan. Regional Command (South) is responsible for military operations in southern Afghanistan and supports operations in Kandahar, Helmand, Oruzgan, Nimruz and Zabul provinces. 

Senator Faulkner will then travel to Brussels in Belgium, where he will participate in a meeting on Afghanistan with Defence Ministers from NATO and non-NATO International Security Assistance Force contributing nations.  

“I look forward to meeting my counterpart Defence Ministers for the first time and to have an opportunity for discussions with them regarding our shared commitment to Afghanistan,” Senator Faulkner said. 

Senator Faulkner will be accompanied by the Chief of the Defence Force, ACM Angus Houston and the Secretary of the Department of Defence, Mr Nick Warner.
Media contacts:

Colin Campbell (John Faulkner):
02 6277 7600 or 0407 787 181

Defence Media Liaison:
02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664
www.defence.gov.au


