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WARREN SNOWDON:

· It is a great honour for me to be with you today to farewell you at the end of your training. 

· I know that most of you will head off on some well earned leave as soon as this parade finishes so let me keep my comments short.

· Could I start by saying how good it is to be back at Robertson Barracks and to acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, the Larrakeyah people.  

· I also extend a warm welcome to the new Commander of Northern Command, Commodore David Gwyther.

· David I trust you’ll enjoy your time in the Top End and wish you all the best in this important command.

· Welcome also Lieutenant Colonel Edward Smeaton Commanding Officer Force Support Unit-1.
· And it’s also good to see my good friend Brigadier Michael Krause, Commander of 1 Brigade, and all the members of his Brigade….good luck this year in all you do.

· And finally, but very importantly, could I welcome all of the wives and husbands, children and loved ones of the troops on parade today. 

· I know that the time ahead will be one filled with some trepidation and anxiety but I also hope that you are immensely proud of all those on parade today… they are the finest example of our young men and women and off to do a vital job.

· And believe me you will not be far from their thoughts.

· Only a few weeks ago, I was privileged to be able to visit our servicemen and women in the Middle East Area of Operations – and they shared with me their hopes and thoughts of home and family.

· And let me assure you the significance of the ADF effort across the Middle East is very real, as is the respect the ADF has earned from the Iraq and Afghanistan Governments and our allies.

· In the ongoing battle against the Taliban in the Oruzgan Province….

· …In the mentoring of the ANA (Afghanistan National Army)…

· …In providing skills to community leaders and developing infrastructure in the region…

· our personnel are achieving great results.

· And to the sailors, soldiers air men and women on parade today may I wish you the very best for the deployment.

· I am very sure you will do your nation equally proud.  

· Yours is a new unit but one that follows in a proud tradition of logistics support to our deployed troops.

· When it comes to the profession of arms it has been said that amateurs talk tactics and professionals talk logistics.  

· Anyone who has read anything about modern operations knows the truth of that statement.  

· The sinews of war demand constant attention to the planning, receipt, packaging and delivery of the stores and supplies that help our people fight. 

· Equipment needs to be moved and serviced and our people need to be cared for and nursed back to health.  

· Modern operations are all about sustainment, and making sure our people have the right equipment at the right time and in the right quantities is what you will do.  

· Without you, the operations would quickly grind to a halt. 

· You are a diverse unit from many different parts of the ADF. 

· You have had to come together over Christmas when many were on leave and you have quickly developed as a team. 

· That diversity is a key strength and I know that you have already learnt from each other and are the product of all that is best in each of you.

· From the Government’s point of view we will do all we can to make sure you have what you need to get the job done.  

· We are committed to the task at hand in the Middle East and are certain that our contribution in that area leads directly to a safer and more secure world that we can all share in. 

· So, enjoy your leave before deployment…

· be confident in your training and your knowledge of your job…

· be prepared to work hard and long hours to keep our fighting troops always ready to achieve their missions. 

· They depend on you to get their job done.  

· Have great faith that the Australian Government and people have the utmost respect for what you do and are behind you every step of the way.  

· Good luck to you and I look forward to seeing you all safely back home at the end of your mission.
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