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MINISTER SNOWDON VISITS PERSONNEL IN MIDDLE EAST

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP returned on Sunday from visiting Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel serving in the Middle East Area of Operations.

During the seven day trip Mr Snowdon met with ADF personnel deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan and spent a day with the men and women of HMAS Parramatta, currently serving in the Persian Gulf.

Mr Snowdon and the Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal, Angus Houston, held meetings with the Defence Minister of Afghanistan, Abdul Rahim Wardak; Defence Minister of Iraq, Abd Qadir; US General David McKiernan, Commander of the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan; Commander of the Combined Security Transition Command Afghanistan, Major General Richard Formica and Commander of Task Force Oruzgan, Colonial Kees Matthijssen.

“All the meetings made extremely clear the high esteem in which the Australian Defence Force is held,” Mr Snowdon said.

“The significance of the ADF effort across the Middle East is very real, as is the respect the ADF has earned from the Iraq and Afghanistan Governments and our allies.

“This is a tribute to the quality of their leadership, their training and their dedication to the tasks at hand. It was a great privilege to meet with the men and women of our Navy, Air Force and Army as well as our Australian civilians, and see first-hand their daily challenges.” 

Mr Snowdon was particularly pleased to observe the important contribution Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) are making to Australia’s missions. 

“The performance of our men and women in Afghanistan; their professionalism, compassion and courage is truly outstanding,” Mr Snowdon said.

“In the ongoing battle against the Taliban in the Oruzgan Province; in the mentoring of the ANA (Afghanistan National Army); in providing skills to community leaders and developing infrastructure in the region, our personnel are achieving great results.”
Mr Snowdon also acknowledged the sacrifice the partners, parents and children make while their loved ones are away serving the nation. 

“Defence families underpin our Defence Force and their support is deeply appreciated and respected.”

On Thursday, 8 January, Minister Snowdon and Chief of the Defence Force Air Chief Marshal, Angus Houston, attended a ramp ceremony for Private Gregory Sher, whose tragic loss highlights the danger of the work of the ADF in Afghanistan.
Private Sher was killed by a rocket fired by Taliban insurgents in Oruzgan Province on Sunday 4 January 2009. The simple service saw Private Sher begin his final journey home. His funeral was held yesterday, Sunday 11 January.
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