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41 WING’S OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN

Greg Combet, Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel and Science, today attended a parade recognising the outstanding work of more than 200 Royal Australian Air Force personnel who have served in Afghanistan.

A ‘Welcome Home’ parade was held through the streets of Newcastle, in conjunction with the Mattara and Maritime Festivals. It recognised the efforts of 41 Wing personnel who worked at the Control and Reporting Centre (CRC) in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 

“The CRC was a key component of Australia’s commitment to NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) operations. Afghanistan’s airspace is one of the busiest operational environments in the world, with a large number of civilian and military aircraft movements each day,” Mr Combet said.
“The CRC took over tactical command and control of the airspace in Afghanistan from the USAF on 5 August 2007.  During this time the CRC provided deconfliction of the airspace and directed combat aircraft in support of ground forces by providing air battle management across Afghanistan.”  
“The CRC operators successfully concluded their two year mission in support of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and have handed control back to the United States Air Force (USAF). 41 Wing personnel carried out air surveillance and air battle management operations from Kandahar.”
“Over the two years, approximately 400 Australian personnel deployed as part of the unit. They played a central role in the coordination and management of more than 196,000 coalition aircraft missions.” 

“Our CRC personnel made an important contribution to Coalition operations in Afghanistan so this is an important event to make recognise their efforts.” 

The RAAF personnel were predominately drawn from 41 Wing and subordinate units, including the Williamtown-based 3 Control and Reporting Unit and Surveillance and Control Training Unit, Darwin-based 114 Mobile and Control Reporting Unit (114MCRU), and Edinburgh-based 1 Radar Surveillance Unit.

Mr Combet also took the chance to recognise that families and friends of deployed RAAF personnel have provided emotional support and endured lengthy separations from their loved ones.
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