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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE VISITS NORTHROP GRUMMAN FACILITY

The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP, has today visited the Northrop Grumman International’s facility in Long Island as part of his visit to the United States.

During the visit, the Minister held discussion with senior Northrop Grumman representatives on a range of aerospace projects of interest to Australia, including the F/A-18F Super Hornet, EA-18G Growler and F-35 Joint Strike Fighter projects.

Mr Fitzgibbon also spoke to Boeing and Northrop Grumman representatives about their progress on the Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning and Control aircraft (AEW&C) being acquired for the Australian Defence Force.  

“Northrop Grumman, as a key sub-contractor to Boeing, has a critical role to play in the delivery of the Wedgetail capability,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.  Northrop Grumman is responsible for the Multi-role Electronically Scanned Array (MESA) radar, which is the primary sensor for the AEW&C aircraft. 

“While the Government acknowledges the considerable efforts and additional resources applied by both Boeing and Northrop Grumman to the AEW&C program, we are still looking for their continued commitment and sustained effort to deliver a world class AEW&C aircraft that meets Australia’s war-fighting capability requirements.“

On Thursday, Mr Fitzgibbon and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Stephen Smith MP, jointly led the Australian delegation to the annual Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations, held in Washington, DC.
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