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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE ADDRESSES US GOVERNMENT AND ACADEMIC LEADERS AT THE CENTER FOR A NEW AMERICAN SECURITY

The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP, today gave a major address at the Center for a New American Security (CNAS) in Washington, D.C.

Mr Fitzgibbon was speaking after the conclusion of the 2009 Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations (AUSMIN), and discussed the historical origins and strengths of the Australia-United States Alliance, as well as Australia’s forthcoming Defence White Paper.

“Australia and the United States share a close and longstanding alliance relationship.  Together, we derive tremendous benefits from that deep partnership, not only for defence, but across the range of security interests we share”, said Mr Fitzgibbon.

“I was happy to accept this kind invitation from the Center for a New American Security, and to publicly reaffirm the strength and vitality of the alliance shared by our two great countries.”

The Minister’s address was attended by leading members of the United States Government and academic community.  

CNAS was established in 2007 as an independent and non-partisan research institution for the discussion of national security and defence issues.  

Earlier today Mr Fitzgibbon attended 2009 Australia-US Ministerial Consultations (AUSMIN), and will now travel to Philadelphia and New York for visits with important defence industry partners.
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