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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE AND MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS ATTEND AUSTRALIA AND US MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIONS (AUSMIN)

The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Stephen Smith MP, today led the Australian delegation at the annual Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations, AUSMIN, in Washington, DC.  Minister Fitzgibbon was accompanied by Chief of the Defence Force (CDF) Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, AC, AFC and the Secretary of Defence, Mr Nick Warner, PSM.
 “AUSMIN offers a chance for Mr Smith and I to meet with our counterparts in the United States, to discuss the security challenges affecting our two countries, and to advance our cooperation on meeting these challenges,” Mr Fitzgibbbon said. 
“Our meeting reaffirmed the strength and vitality of the alliance between our two great countries.  I was happy to be meeting again with my friend and colleague, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, and, with Minister Smith, welcome Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton to the AUSMIN club.”
The AUSMIN discussions focussed on the security challenges faced by the United States in Afghanistan.  Australia and the United States discussed concerns over Iran’s nuclear activities and condemned North Korea’s launch of a Taepo-Dong 2 long-range rocket, noting that the launch was in violation of United Nations security resolutions.
“Minister Smith and I join with Secretary Gates and Secretary Clinton in calling for North Korea to suspend all of its ballistic missile-related activities, as required by the UN resolution,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.

Minister Fitzgibbon and Secretary Gates also welcomed progress that both countries have made on important enhanced defence cooperation initiatives, announced at AUSMIN last year.
“I am pleased that our countries will be able to work more closely together in responding to humanitarian disasters in the Asia Pacific region and welcome closer collaboration in our already valuable intelligence relationship,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.
Minister Fitzgibbon and Secretary Gates agreed on principles for enhancing our intelligence collaboration and cyber cooperation; and an intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance partnership.
Mr Fitzgibbon will now travel to New York over the Easter weekend for visits with Defence’s industry partners.
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