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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE MEETS WITH GENERAL DAVID PETRAEUS ON THE STRATEGY FOR AFGHANISTAN

The Minister for Defence, the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP today met with General David Petraeus in Washington DC.

“General Petraeus is doing a tremendous job in confronting the security challenges we face in Afghanistan head on,” said Mr Fitzgibbon. 

General Petraeus is the Commander of the United States Central Command, CENTCOM, which has its headquarters in Tampa, Florida.  

“I spoke with General Petraeus about the progress of operations in Afghanistan and the outcomes of the recently released US Strategic Review on Afghanistan and Pakistan,” said Mr Fitzgibbon.

“The strength of our alliance is illustrated by the excellent cooperation between the Australian Defence Force and CENTCOM.  I spoke with General Petraeus about the range of concerns and interests we share in his area of operations, throughout the Middle East and Central Asia.”

Australian Defence Force personnel are embedded as members of General Petraeus’ staff at CENTCOM Headquarters, while Australian forces deployed in southern Afghanistan are working closely with their US and NATO partners to defeat the insurgency.

“I took the opportunity to reaffirm to General Petraeus the Australian Government’s full commitment to winning the war against insurgents in Afghanistan, and welcomed President Obama’s decision to increase US forces in southern Afghanistan,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.

Mr Fitzgibbon and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Stephen Smith MP, will jointly lead the Australian delegation for the AUSMIN meeting on 9 April 2009.  Mr Fitzgibbon is accompanied by the Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, AC, AFC, and the Secretary of Defence, Mr Nick Warner, PSM.
Mr Fitzgibbon will also be travelling to Philadelphia and New York following AUSMIN, for visits with important defence industry partners.
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