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AUSTRALIAN ARMY BANDS RAISE FUNDS FOR 
THE VICTORIAN BUSH FIRE VICTIMS  

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP, today congratulated all of the Australian Military Bands who have been busy over the past 2 months helping to raise money for the Victorian bush fire victims.

Fundraising concerts held everywhere from Tasmania to the Australian Capital Territory, Wagga Wagga and Kinglake have raised over $50,000.  All proceeds will be donated to the Victorian bush fire victims via the Red Cross.

“Last weekend the Australian Army Band Sydney joined forces with the Cessnock community for the Fire Up Concert,” Mr Snowdon said.

“The concert brought together country music icons Becky Cole, Adam Harvey and Travis Collins, as well as the ‘Giggin Diggers’, a twelve piece rock band formed within the Australian Army Band Sydney (AABS).

“Held at the Cessnock Rugby Leagues Supporters Club, Fire Up raised over $12,000 for the Victorian bush fire victims and was attended by 500 people. This is a tremendous achievement by the AABS and highlights what can be done when communities rally together for a common cause.

“Without the dedication and support of people like Travis Collins who initiated the Cessnock project, the Hobart City Council, Tasmanian RSL, the Canberra Theatre, Artsound FM and the Red Cross, these fundraising concerts would not have been possible.

“I have no doubt that the Victorian bush fire victims appreciate your efforts.

“And I extend my special thanks to the Royal Military College Band, the Australian Army Bands Melbourne, Kapooka, Sydney and Tasmania and the Royal Australian Navy Reserve Band.  You have done us proud,” Mr Snowdon said.
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