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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE VISITS EAST TIMOR 

The Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, concluded his first visit to East Timor where he met with Australian troops and held discussions with East Timorese Vice Prime Minister Jose Luis Guterres and senior United Nations officials. 

The Minister for Defence met with Mr Guterres, and Secretary of State for Defence, Dr Julio Tomas Pinto.  Senator Faulkner emphasised the strong bilateral relationship and reinforced Australia’s long-term commitment to providing security and development assistance to East Timor.

“Historically and geographically, Australia has close ties to the people of East Timor.  The continuing support provided by Australian Defence Force personnel as part of the International Stabilisation Force and the Defence Cooperation Program are proof of our ongoing commitment to peace and stability in East Timor.”

Senator Faulkner also met with the Special Representative of the Secretary General, Dr Atul Khare, to discuss the United Nation’s future presence, the handover of policing responsibility from the United Nations Police to the East Timorese Police, and Australia’s future assistance to East Timor.

Senator Faulkner was briefed by officers in charge of various elements of Australia’s efforts in East Timor, including the International Stabilisation Force and the Defence Cooperation Program.

“During this visit, I was able to witness firsthand the excellent work being performed by Australian troops in support of East Timor’s longer-term security,” the Minister for Defence said. 

“The International Stabilisation Force has been extremely effective in supporting United Nations Police maintain stability.  It was a privilege for me to see the positive effect Australian troops are having on the ground”.   

Around 650 Australian troops are serving on operations as part of the International Stabilisation Force.  They are working alongside 140 New Zealand personnel to provide the security conditions necessary for East Timor’s continued development. 

In addition to meeting the troops, Senator Faulkner also officiated the opening of the Defence Cooperation Program’s new headquarters, Sparrow Force House, which will enable Australian trainers to deliver targeted military training courses designed to strengthen the capacity of the East Timor Defence Force.   

“Through Australia’s Defence Cooperation Program, we are making an enduring contribution to helping East Timor address its own future security challenges”.

Twenty four Australian military and civilian personnel are deployed to East Timor as part of the Defence Cooperation Program, which provides specialist training to the East Timor Defence Force and Defence Secretariat in the areas of linguistics, communications, engineering, medical training and governance.   

Senator Faulkner was accompanied on the visit by the Secretary of the Department of Defence, Ian Watts, and Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Ken Gillespie.

Further information concerning Operation ASTUTE can be found on the Defence website at: 

www.defence.gov.au/opEx/global/opastute/index.htm

Media note: Imagery of the Minister’s visit to East Timor is available on the Defence website at:

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/faulkner/gallery/20091003/index.htm
Further vision and further imagery of the Minister’s visit will be made available later this afternoon.
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