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THE HON. WARREN SNOWDON MP

Minister for Defence Science and Personnel


	Tuesday, 17 February 2009
	022/2009


MEDIA ALERT

HMAS PARRAMATTA RETURNS FROM MIDDLE EAST

What:
The Royal Australian Navy Anzac Class Frigate, HMAS Parramatta, will return to Fleet Base East on Wednesday 18 February 2009, following a six-month deployment to the Middle East.  
When:
10:00 am arrival, Wednesday 18 February 2009.
Where:
Media wanting to attend the welcoming should arrive no later than 9:15 am at the main gate at the intersection of Cowper Wharf Road and Wylde Street, Woolloomooloo. Photographic identification will be required.  
Who:
HMAS Parramatta will be welcomed home by the Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Mr Warren Snowdon MP, and the Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Nigel Coates AM RAN, along with families and friends of the ship’s company.
Background:

HMAS Parramatta deployed for six months to the Middle East, as part of Operations CATALYST and SLIPPER. 
Whilst deployed, HMAS Parramatta provided vital naval support to coalition maritime operations in the Gulf including protection of offshore oil infrastructures and assistance in the training of the Iraqi Navy.
Media Note: 
Mr Snowdon will conduct a media doorstop at 9.35 am.
Media contacts:

Kate Sieper (Warren Snowdon):

02 6277 7620 or 0488 484 689
Danielle Kuhn (RMPA-NSW):

02 9359 2787 or 0405 310 176
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