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NAVY SHIP FAREWELLED

The Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Support, the Honourable Dr Mike Kelly AM MP, has today farewelled the Royal Australian Navy ship, HMAS Ballarat, from her home base at Fleet Base East, Sydney to commence Northern Trident, a six-month international deployment. 

Ballarat will be joined later in the week by HMAS Sydney for this exciting deployment.

Northern Trident will support Australian Government diplomatic, international security and defence industry interests in Western Europe, North America and North Asia.

Highlights of the deployment will include a multitude of overseas port visits including Canada, Spain, Japan, the United States and the United Kingdom.  Of particular interest will be a series of port visits to the East Coast of the United States in reciprocation of the 2008 Great White Fleet activities in Australia.  

Dr Kelly wished Commanding Officers Captain Peter Leavy (Sydney), and Commander Kevin Turner (Ballarat) well for their upcoming deployment.

“Northern Trident provides the opportunity to showcase, on an international level, Australia’s first class Navy.  I am sure that the officers and sailors in both ships will do Australia proud,” Dr Kelly said.

“During their deployment, Sydney and Ballarat will exercise with numerous foreign and allied Navies including India, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.  This will enable our Navy to not only build on our capabilities, but ensure interoperability with their global counterparts.”

Ballarat is an Anzac Class Frigate (FFH-155) commissioned into service for the Royal Australian Navy on the 26 June 2004.  

Sydney is a long-range escort Frigate with capabilities in air defence, anti-submarine warfare, surveillance and reconnaissance.  
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