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MINISTER SNOWDON MEETS WITH YOUNG AUSTRALIANS

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP celebrated Australia Day with the youth crew of the STS Young Endeavour as they completed a challenging 11 day tall ship voyage. 

Joining the 26 young people as they took part in the Tall Ships and Steam Parade on Port Phillip Bay, Minister Snowdon took the opportunity to congratulate the crew on their successful voyage from George Town, Tasmania.

“It was a pleasure to celebrate our national day with an impressive cross section of young Australians.  The 26 first-time sailors have learnt a number of life skills through the intensive leadership and teamwork training program, which utilises the expertise of the Royal Australian Navy,” said Mr Snowdon.

“Today I have seen Navy’s values of honour, honesty, courage, integrity and loyalty writ large in these young men and women, and it is clear the Youth Scheme offers an important opportunity for young people to develop practical leadership, teamwork and communication skills.”

“It was also wonderful that participants from Hobsons Bay City Council's youth services' disability program were able to join us for the half day sail today, and experience Australia Day on Port Phillip Bay.” 
Since 1988 over 10,000 young Australians have undertaken a Young Endeavour voyage. The Scheme operates approximately 20 voyages in open seas around the Australia coastline.
Australians aged 16 to 23 are encouraged to apply for youth crew positions. No sailing experience is required and selection is by a ballot.  Applicants are to be Australian citizens or permanent residents, aged 16 to 23 on the day of departure, be able to swim 50 metres, and be in good health.  
Applications are currently being accepted by ballot until 1 March 2009. Applications can be made online at http://www.youngendeavour.gov.au or by phoning 1800 020 444.
The purpose-built sail training ship Young Endeavour was the United Kingdom’s bicentennial gift to Australia in 1988. The Young Endeavour Youth Scheme is partly funded by the Commonwealth Government and a Public Trust Fund with operational support from the Royal Australian Navy.
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