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THE HUNT IS ON FOR DMO’S NEW COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR 
Greg Combet, Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Procurement, today announced that the hunt has begun for a Commercial Director for the Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO).

Speaking at the 6th Annual Australian Defence Magazine Congress, Mr Combet said that the Government had instructed Dr Stephen Gumley, the head of the DMO, to begin searching for a list of probable candidates for this new position. 

“The Commercial Director of the DMO will be a new position within the organisation and follows from a recommendation by Mr David Mortimer in his review on Defence Procurement and Sustainment.”

That recommendation was that:  

A new General Manager – Commercial position should be created in the DMO at the Senior Executive Service Band 3 level, to manage strategic commercial issues and acquisition strategy, to support the Chief Executive Officer of DMO to achieve a more business-like focus throughout the organisation, and to improve the performance of DMO business areas, with the broad responsibilities identified in this report.
“The Government’s decision to create this position is central to our aim to make the DMO run more like a business and less like a bureaucracy. One of the challenges in achieving this is to drive cultural change throughout the organisation and this will be a key responsibility of the new Commercial Director,” Mr Combet said.  

“It is expected that the person that will fill this position will have significant private sector experience and the ability to understand the commercial issues associated with the domestic and international defence industry and markets.

“With a significant reform program to be put in place in the coming years, and over $110 billion to be spent on procurement and sustainment over the next decade, the successful applicant will have their hands full.
“The Government is currently finalising its response to the Mortimer Review which is expected to be released later this year but prior to the White Paper.” 
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