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MINISTERIAL VISIT TO AUSTRALIAN TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN
The Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, visited Australian troops at Tarin Kowt base in Afghanistan yesterday. 
Senator Faulkner was briefed by Officers in charge of various elements of Australia’s efforts in Oruzgan Province including the Mentoring and Reconstruction Program and the Special Operations Task Group.
Senator Faulkner also inspected a new facility to train International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) troops to detect Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), which are being used more and more by the insurgents to kill and maim both troops and civilians.
He also visited an on-base Trades Training Facility focussed on educating young Afghans in basic trades skills. 
Senator Faulkner addressed the Australian contingent at Tarin Kowt reinforcing Australia’s appreciation of their professionalism and hard work, and thanking them and their families for the sacrifices they have been making.
Senator Faulkner was accompanied on the visit by Chief of Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, and Secretary of the Department of Defence, Nick Warner.
Still imagery is available at http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download.
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