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AFGHANISTAN MEETINGS

Minister for Defence, Senator John Faulkner, today completed three days of meetings with his international counterparts from troop-contributing nations to Afghanistan’s Regional Command (South).

The meetings were held near Maastricht in the Netherlands and at NATO HQ in Brussels. 

As part of the International Security Assistance Force, Regional Command (South) is responsible for military operations in southern Afghanistan, including in Kandahar, Helmand, Oruzgan, Nimruz and Zabul provinces.

Senator Faulkner said: “This meeting provided an opportunity for me to highlight Australia’s enhanced commitment to Afghanistan and to coordinate this deployment with our partners in the south. I also welcomed the United States’ increased troop presence.

“The increased security presence will assist the international community to reinforce the conditions required for reconstruction and development in Afghanistan and the successful conduct of the forthcoming elections.”

Senator Faulkner held bilateral meetings with Dr Robert Gates, the United States Secretary of Defense; the Rt Hon. Bob Ainsworth, the United Kingdom Secretary of State for the Ministry of Defence; Minister Eimert van Middelkoop, the Netherlands Minister of Defence; the Hon. Peter MacKay, the Canadian Minister of National Defence; and New Zealand Defence Minister Dr Wayne Mapp.

Senator Faulkner also had discussions with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer and Afghan Defence Minister General Wardak.

“It has been of great benefit to meet with my international counterparts to discuss these important issues and our shared commitment to Regional Command (South) in southern Afghanistan,” Senator Faulkner said.

Still imagery is available at http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download 
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