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SPEAKER: MINISTER FOR DEFENCE SCIENCE AND PERSONNEL, THE HON. WARREN SNOWDON MP
Professor Clark, Dr Sare, Dr Nandagopal, Dr Harch, ladies and gentlemen:

I would like to acknowledge the Kulin Nation and to acknowledge them as the traditional owners of this land.  

I would also like to pay my respects to their Elders, both past and present. 

I join CDS in welcoming you all here today for the presentation of the 2008 Minister’s Award for Achievement in Defence Science and the TTCP Awards.

TTCP Awards

The Technical Cooperation Program, or ‘T-T-C-P’ as it’s known, works to develop, share and integrate defence science and technology, and to advance the military capabilities of the five member nations – Australia, USA, UK, Canada, and New Zealand.

It is a very important framework for DSTO and has been for over 40 years.

The Allied Defence forces are working ever closely together in a rapidly changing global warfighting and peacekeeping environment…

And sharing and collaborating on the science is the backbone of effective, interoperable capability. 

For 50 years, the TTCP has delivered substantial savings in time and money by reducing duplication of research, increasing commonality of capability and improving interoperability between the five nations.

DSTO’s involvement with the TTCP is critical.

Our Defence forces need to be flexible, responsive, adaptable and versatile.

Flexible to operate effectively in a constantly changing theatre.

Responsive to meet new and emerging threats.

Adaptable to the different environments they are operating in.

And versatile in working with our allies from shared platforms.

The TTCP awards that I am presenting today are for both 2007 and 2008.

The TTCP awards recognise scientists working on specific projects.

This means that while I am presenting the TTCP awards in DSTO, defence scientists in the other countries have also been recognised for their participation in the same projects.

CDS and I are pleased to be here today to acknowledge the great science that DSTO does on the world stage.

It is DSTO’s scientific excellence that underpins the capability of the Australian Defence Force.

I congratulate the scientists who are being recognised today for their contributions to TTCP. 

I now ask Professor Clarke to read the citations for the awards.

I move now to the 2008 Minister’s Award for Achievement in Defence Science.

This is my first time presenting this award and I am delighted to do so.

As you know the Minister’s Award is presented annually to recognise an outstanding contribution to Australia’s defence capability through the innovative application of science. 

With an Award such as this, it is a difficult process to select just one person.

The nominations submitted this year were all of an excellent and high calibre.

However, this year’s recipient stood out for the excellence and application of research that has improved the performance and durability of platforms for all three Services.

I’ve been Minister for Defence Science and Personnel for a year now and it never ceases to amaze me the range of science that DSTO does.

This year’s Minister’s Award recipient is another example of the fascinating work that is done here.

And so I am pleased to announce that the recipient of the 2008 Achievement Award is Dr Lindsay Wake for his outstanding achievements in support of Defence…

And for his transitioning new technology in the areas of coating systems, paints and sealants for the Navy, Army and Air Force.

For over 40 years, Dr Wake’s scientific and technical innovations have directly benefited the ADF.

He has brought recognition for DSTO’s excellence in science from our international partners.

He has been committed to leading research and developing innovative, effective and environmentally friendly solutions to the coatings and sealants used on our capability platforms. 

His work in Low Solar Absorbing paints is a fine example. 

By formulating a coating that reflects the heat from the sun, Dr Wake has reduced – by 15 degrees – the temperature inside vehicles that are operated by our soldiers and sailors.

I’ve been inside a tank on a sunny day and all I can say is I wouldn’t have wanted to be any hotter.

I understand that the Low Solar Absorbing paints have been adopted by the TTCP nations.

This reinforces what I said earlier - that the TTCP science is the backbone of effective, interoperable capability and that DSTO is highly regarded internationally for its innovation in defence science.

Dr Wake is recognised as a world-leader in coating and paint technology.

Some of the technology that he has developed has been licensed to one of the world’s largest marine coating companies.

Dr Wake has also been personally responsible for strategically positioning the ADF for the future – by providing advanced signature management coatings systems technology.

His work on signature management capability has included developing radar absorbing paints to camouflage paints that don’t lose their disruptive patterns when viewed through night vision.

In fact he and his team developed a new camouflage scheme at very short notice, for deployment of ADF troops to the Middle East.

The application of his work has improved capability and reduced maintenance requirements on vehicles used by all three Services.

He introduced a detection system for identifying fuel leaks in F-111 aircraft and this has greatly improved aircraft availability as well as aircrew safety.

He has developed and evaluated the use of chromate-free primers for RAAF aircraft.

Chromate as you are probably aware is a known carcinogen.

But the list of achievements doesn’t stop here. 

In the past 20 years he has written over 130 Client Reports, which averages out to just over six reports a year; the equivalent of one every two months.

There is no simple way of summarising the excellent research that he has done, the results he has achieved, the incredible benefit to the ADF, and the innovative science that he has delivered.

Dr Wake you truly are a worthy recipient of this Award, and I thank you for your dedication, loyalty and exceptional contributions to Defence Science.

I ask you to come forward and receive the 2008 Minister’s Award for Achievement in Defence Science.

There is another important announcement I would like to make today. 
Earlier this year I flagged the idea of a Science and Technology Advisory Board that could advise DSTO on strategic issues in relation to the application of science and technology to Defence.
Since then further work has been undertaken on the formation of such an Advisory Board as part of the White Paper process. 
I am pleased to announce that a DSTO Advisory Board is being established and will start operating from early next year. 
The Board will provide the Chief Defence Scientist with strategic advice on the delivery of S&T services to Defence.
The Board will also advise on maintaining an appropriate balance between short term research to address immediate needs, and long range research to anticipate future requirements.

It will play an important role in advocating DSTO with stakeholder communities.

It will also provide guidance on DSTO’s national and international engagement as well as strategies to attract and retain staff.

To perform these critical roles the Board needs to have a mix of academic, commercial, military and senior public sector experience. 
So I have selected candidates who are recognised leaders in their respective fields, are familiar with DSTO and have strong advocacy and strategic planning skills.

The DSTO Advisory Board will be chaired by Dr Allan Hawke.

You will remember him as a former Secretary of the Department of Defence. 

He is now Chancellor of the Australian National University. 

Professor Penny Sackett, in her role as Australia’s Chief Scientist, will also sit on the Board.  

The academic and research community will be represented by Professor Paul Greenfield, Vice Chancellor and President, University of Queensland.

The industry representative will be Mr Neil Edwards, Chief Executive of the Chifley Business School, and a former Secretary of the Victorian Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development. 
Defence will be represented by LT GEN David Hurley, Vice Chief of the Defence Force, and Mr Mike Pezzullo, Deputy Secretary.  

CDS will be the ex-officio member of the Board. 

This is a highly qualified and experienced group of experts who will able to provide good advice on the DSTO research program in line with policy and relevance to Defence capability.

I welcome the formation of the DSTO Advisory Board and look forward to its counsel in the months and years ahead.  

Ladies and gentlemen, it’s been an eventful morning and I thank you all for your attention.
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