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DEFENCE SCIENTISTS RECEIVE INTERNATIONAL AWARDS

Thirty Australian defence scientists and military personnel have been recognised for their outstanding contribution to international defence technology projects during 2007 and 2008.

Presented by the Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP, the annual awards are run under the auspices of The Technical Cooperation Program (TTCP), which brings together defence scientists from the USA, UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

“International collaboration in Defence research is critical for Australia to ensure continued access to the latest developments in science and technology,” Mr Snowdon said. 

“The TTCP is Australia’s most important multi-lateral agreement in defence science, and DSTO contributes to over 60 technology areas.

“The recognition of our defence scientists in these international awards today only goes to reiterate the strength of Australian scientific excellence, and our firm place amongst the world’s best.”

Amongst the many projects for which DSTO scientists have been awarded, is the research to develop an environmentally friendly and effective ‘glue’ for the construction and repair of military equipment.

Other achievements include improving helicopter flight safety during night flying, smarter detection methods for hidden cracks and corrosion damage in aircraft, the use of manned and unmanned mine countermeasure systems and electronic warfare systems to protect coalition forces, investigating imaging systems to discriminate targets of interest from their environment, and enhancing the performance of individual protection equipment.
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