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	179/2008


EMBARGOED UNTIL 11AM

ADVISORY BOARD FOR DEFENCE science and technology

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP, today announced the formation of a science and technology advisory board to support the Defence Science & Technology Organisation (DSTO).

“An independent DSTO Advisory Board will support the Chief Defence Scientist on strategic issues relating to the effective development and application of science and technology to Defence.
“The Board will play an important role in advocating DSTO with stakeholder communities,” Mr Snowdon said.
The Board is being established as part of the White Paper process. A mix of academic, commercial, military and senior public sector experience will be represented on the Board.

“I have selected candidates who are recognised leaders in their respective fields, are familiar with DSTO and have strong advocacy and strategic planning skills.
“I am pleased to announce that the DSTO Advisory Board will be chaired by Dr Allan Hawke, Chancellor of the Australian National University and former Secretary of the Department of Defence. Australia’s Chief Scientist Professor, Penny Sackett will also sit on the Board.  

“The academic and research community will be represented by Professor Paul Greenfield, Vice Chancellor and President, University of Queensland. Industry will be represented by Mr Neil Edwards, Chief Executive, Chifley Business School and a former Secretary of the Victorian Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development. Defence representation will consist of Lieutenant General David Hurley, Vice Chief of the Defence Force and Mr Mike Pezzullo, Deputy Secretary.  Chief Defence Scientist Professor Robert Clark will be the ex-officio member of the Board. 
 “This is a highly qualified and experienced group of experts who will provide advice on the DSTO research program in line with policy and relevance to Defence capability.

“They will advise on maintaining an appropriate balance between short term research to address immediate needs, and long range research to anticipate future requirements,” Mr Snowdon said.
The Board will also provide guidance on DSTO’s national and international engagement as well as strategies to attract and retain staff.

“I warmly welcome the members of the Board and look forward to working with them.” 

The Board will meet four times a year and members will be appointed for two year periods.
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