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EMBARGOED UNTIL 11AM
ACHIEVEMENT award FOR scientist of many coats

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP, today presented an achievement award to a Defence scientist whose specialised research into paints has markedly improved the performance and durability of military aircraft, ships, submarines and land vehicles.  

Dr Lindsay Wake from the Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) was presented with a trophy and a cash prize of $15,000 at a function in Melbourne.

“For over forty years, Dr Wake’s scientific and technical innovations have directly benefited Defence by improving capability and reducing maintenance requirements on ADF vehicles,” Mr Snowdon said.

Dr Wake has developed high performance coating systems which combine camouflage with high durability and low toxicity.

He has also developed and introduced a helium leak detection system that identifies fuel leaks in F-111 aircraft and greatly increases the safety of aircrew.

“Dr Wake’s expertise and excellence in the field of camouflage and coating systems is well recognised by Defence personnel and his scientific peers in Australia and overseas,” Mr Snowdon said. 

His research on low solar coatings contributed to the development of a paint that reduces thermal heating and has been adopted as standard for Defence vehicles in the UK, USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

For RAAF aircraft he has developed primers that are free of the carcinogenic substance known as chromate.

“Dr Wake is a worthy recipient of this award and his achievements have significantly improved the performance and protection of Defence platforms and delivered huge cost savings,” Mr Snowdon said. 
The Minister’s Award for Achievement in Defence Science is presented annually to a DSTO scientist who has made an outstanding contribution to defence science.
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