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DEFENCE MATERIEL ORGANISATION SUPPORTS YOUNG ENGINEERS

Greg Combet, the Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Procurement, tonight announced that the Defence Materiel Organisation would be sponsoring Re-Engineering Australia (REA), a not-for-profit organisation established to raise school students’ awareness of, and interest in, engineering as a potential career.  

Speaking at the 2008 F1 in Schools National Titles Awards in Parliament House, Canberra, Greg Combet said the initiative is aimed at raising interest in engineering from primary school age by funding REA to increase their coverage across Australian schools.
“The sponsorship will help expose school students to engineering as a career and encourage a possible future in the Australian defence industry. This forms part of a broader Government strategy to promote the industry among talented schoolchildren and university students,” Mr Combet said. 

“The Rudd Labor Government is very committed to the education and skills development of young Australians. Without them, Australia will lose its technological edge, and more and more of our Defence acquisition and sustainment work will be performed offshore,” Mr Combet said.
 “This initiative will help encourage a greater number of students to enter the field of engineering which is a core skill for the workforce required to equip and sustain the Australian Defence Force.”

“Over the last decade REA has fostered an interest in engineering through the ‘Formula 1 in Schools Competition’, an event in which Years 6 to 12 students design, test, manufacture and race CO2 powered model Formula 1 cars.”

“Although Australia narrowly missed out on the World Championship last year, a group of 13 and 14 year olds from Victoria won the World Championship title in the United Kingdom in 2005, and UK engineering scholarships worth more than $1.5 million,” Mr Combet said.
The sponsorship of REA is one of the 14 initiatives recently announced by the Rudd Government as part of a comprehensive skills package worth $61 million for Australian defence industry. The sponsorship is worth $480,000 over three years. 
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