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MINISTER FOR DEFENCE VISIT TO PORTUGAL

Minister for Defence, The Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon has travelled to Portugal to meet with Portuguese Minister for National Defence, Mr Nuno Teixeira and Portuguese Foreign Minister, Mr Luis Amado.

“I was pleased to have had the opportunity to meet with Mr Teixeira and Mr Amado, particularly to discuss Australia’s and Portugal’s defence and security cooperation with East Timor and Afghanistan.” 
“Australia welcomes Portugal’s significant contribution to building the East Timorese Defence Force, and its deployment of paramilitary and civilian police to East Timor as part of the United Nations Police component of the United Nations Assistance Mission to East Timor,” Mr Fitzgibbon said.

During the meeting, Mr Fitzgibbon reiterated the need to continue improvements in the coordination of international security assistance to East Timor.  They also discussed the outlook for Afghanistan by NATO and its partners and the need for a continued commitment.

Mr Fitzgibbon next travels to London for the second annual Australia-United Kingdom Ministerial (AUKMIN) talks where he will be joined by Minister for Foreign Affairs, The Hon. Stephen Smith.
Imagery will be made available at: http://www.defence.gov.au/media/download/
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