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OPPOSITION TAKES CHEAP SHOT AT NAVY  
Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. Warren Snowdon MP, today called on the Opposition to stop playing politics over National Security.  
Mr Snowdon said Shadow Defence Parliamentary Secretary, Peter Lindsay has asserted the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) will close down over summer and leave our nation unprotected.
“The Chief of the Defence Force, the Chief of Navy and Deputy Chief of Navy have all made it clear the Christmas stand-down will not impact operations.

“It is incredibly irresponsible to continue to mislead the public on matters as important as the security of Australia,” said Mr Snowdon.

The stand-down is to ensure that Navy personnel who are not required on operations are able to take a meaningful period of time off.
“It is about serving our people and serving the nation, but sadly the Opposition never managed to balance the needs of the Navy and the nation in Government and is embarrassed to see us make progress now.
“The Opposition should know that a stand-down period is scheduled over Christmas every year.  It hasn’t risked our nation’s security in the past, and making it longer won’t threaten it this year.
“This two month respite is a retention initiative of the kind we utterly failed to see in the decade of neglect of the previous Government.
“But even so I am surprised at the Opposition’s lack of regard for our hardworking, dedicated service personnel and their families.

“Navy is showing the leadership I expect in demanding that its personnel are only separated from their loved ones when it is genuinely required.
“And just to repeat, for the Opposition, our ships will continue to undertake border protection duties and meet our commitments in the Middle East Area of Operations and Australia's national security remains the first priority.”
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