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EMPLOYERS PUSHED TO THEIR LIMITS

The Parliamentary Secretary for Defence Support, the Hon. Mike Kelly AM MP, today acknowledged a group of 20 Western Australian employers who will spend this weekend (21 - 22 November 2008) discovering the benefits of Defence Reserve service.

This select group will be participating in Exercise Executive Stretch (EES), a Defence program designed to expose employers to the training that Reservists undertake and the invaluable skills they gain.

“The Defence Employer Engagement Program of which EES is an integral part, is the flagship program through which we engage with employers.  It provides a unique opportunity for employers to get amongst the action, as they experience first-hand the military training and lifestyle of a contemporary Reservist,” Dr Kelly said.  
Activities will include survival training, ‘living in the field’ lessons, leadership training and physical challenges such as an obstacle course.  

“I recommend any employer who has the opportunity to take part in an EES and experience life as a Reservist.
“As the Australian Defence Force's (ADF) commitments grow, Reservists are bringing increased levels of capability to Australia’s Defence Force.

“The employers will gain a direct insight into the benefits that Reservists can bring back to the civilian workplace.
“EES shows employers how military experience enhances their workers’ wider skill-sets.  It helps provide a strong link between Defence Reserves and the wider community.

“In their recent paper Stepping up: Part-time Forces and ADF capability, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute reinforced the need for Defence and civilian employers to share the skilled workforce.  The added feature of Reserve service is that it can also up-skill the shared workforce,” Dr Kelly said.  
Information about the Australian Defence Force Reserves is available at http://www.defence.gov.au/reserves or by phoning 1800 803 485.
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