[image: image1.png]



THE HON DR BRENDAN NELSON MP
Minister for Defence

	Wednesday, 3 October, 2007
	


DOORSTOP, SYDNEY
E&EO …………………………………………………Wideband Global Satellite announcement, Iraq, Iran
Dr Nelson:

Australia will be going into a $927 million satellite wideband global system with the United States. We have made the decision that in terms of capability, coverage, flexibility and value for money, that for the next 16 years or more the Defence Force's best prospects are to go with the US. 

This will give us coverage right throughout the world. It will enable our Australian Defence Force to grow, it will also connect not only our ships, aircraft and land-based forces but give our deployed men and women increased capability to communicate with their loved ones back in Australia.

The first satellite we expect to be launched this month and Australia will be buying into the sixth satellite that will be made by Boeing. Once this has gone through the US Congress I will be signing a memorandum of understanding with the United States and the Government is extremely confident that this will provide Australian defence men and women with the bandwidth that we require. It will also give us the beams and power which is necessary for our deployed platforms and our deployed troops.

Reporter:

When is this system going to happen?
Dr Nelson:


We will start using the satellite system in 2008 and we will progressively ramp up our usage of it through to 2012-2013, when we expect the SingTel satellite to be retired from operations.

Reporter:

When you've only got the one satellite up, though, what capabilities does just one satellite give you?

Dr Nelson:


This is very important because Australia is going into a constellation of six satellites with the United States and what that means is that if there is a failure of one satellite Australia will then be able to use about 10 per cent of the capacity that we're buying into across the other five satellites.

If we were, on the other hand, to acquire a single satellite through a commercial operation, well, then we would be facing failure if there was some failure of that single satellite. By going into a constellation of six satellites it means that in the unlikely event that there were satellite failure, Australia would still have more than the coverage that it needs for its defence forces in wideband global systems. 

Reporter:

So is it six for the price of one?

Dr Nelson:

Essentially we get the security of working with the United States, we get the confidence of the US military experience with satellites and we also know that if we do have failure of one of the six satellites that we will continue to be covered through the other five. This is a win-win for Australia, it's a win-win for the Australia-US alliance and it also means that our capability, flexibility and security is greatly enhanced for the next decade and beyond.

Reporter:

How confident are you that Congress will approve the plan?

Dr Nelson:

Australia's alliance and relationship with the United States is the strongest it has ever been. I am very confident that the US Congress will recognise that bringing its key ally, Australia, into its military satellite communications system is in the US interest as much as it is Australia's. 

We need to appreciate that four of these six satellites will be focused predominantly in Australia's region, the Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean and our area of paramount defence interest.

One of the things that we can never have enough of is wideband global satellite communications capability in the military. 

Reporter:

How much is going to cost?

Dr Nelson:

The cost of us coming into the wideband global satellite communications system will be $927 million [inaudible] and in the defence capability plan, which we published in 2006, we estimated that the cost of Australia's satellite military capabilities would be somewhere between one and one-and-a-half billion dollars. We will, in addition to the wideband global satellite system, also be acquiring a UHF satellite capability in around 2009.
Reporter:

What kind of new military technology would this allow our troops to use?

Dr Nelson:

Very shortly I will be signing the contract for the three air warfare destroyers that we're building in Adelaide, South Australia. We'll shortly sign the contracts for two 27,000 ton amphibious ships, larger than the last aircraft carrier that we had.

What it will enable us to do is to connect those ships to our Super Hornets, our Joint Strike Fighters, our Abrams tanks and our military operations in land, across the region and across the world.

What it means is that we'll have no problems with connectivity, we'll be able to conduct as many operations as we need to do in different parts of the world simultaneously, and ensure good free secure communications between our military platforms, their commanders and also Aussie diggers back to their families in Australia.

Reporter:

On another issue, Britain is going to take its troops out of Iraq. What does this mean for Australia's troops?

Dr Nelson:

As I foreshadowed in May at the Menzies Research Centre address, as I said on Channel Nine with Laurie Oakes only last month, we expect throughout the course of this year that the British, with further progress in southern Iraq, would be reducing their numbers.

As I've said previously, the British would go to 5500 which they did when they went - when they - as I said - as I said earlier this year, the British would go from 7000 to 5500 when they handed over to the Iraqis responsibility for Maysan. As they moved from the Basra palace to the Basra airfield they would go from 5500 to just under 5000 and we expect over the next few months that they will hand to the Iraqis themselves the security responsibility for Basra and we would expect a further drawdown.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown's announcement about 1000 off the 5500 is entirely consistent with the military planning which we've been doing jointly with the British and what that will mean is that the British will have about seven times the number of troops in southern Iraq as does Australia but there's still a significant job to be done: humanitarian, engineering, security and training of the Iraqis amongst many other tasks.

Reporter:

What does it mean for Australia’s troops?

Dr Nelson:

This will have a - this will have no military impact on the operations being conducted by Australians in southern central Iraq. We have 570 soldiers in the operational battle group based in Tallil. We work under the operational command of the British based currently in Basra. This will have no impact on our military operations and, as I have said already, we will look at the operations of that battle group through the course of 2008 and look increasingly to ramp up the training that we're undertaking of the Iraqi security forces. 

What the British Prime Minister has announced is entirely consistent with what I have foreshadowed, what we understand was going to happen and entirely consistent with progress being made in security in southern Iraq.

Reporter:

We're still waiting for a shortlist of companies to replace the army's truck fleet. When do you expect that shortlist to be announced?

Dr Nelson:

Very soon. 

Reporter:

[Indistinct]

Dr Nelson:

Consistent with the way Mr Rudd operates, this is more style than it is substance. What this is doing is cruelly in many ways raising the expectations of many Australians, particularly Jewish Australians who are concerned about the behaviour and attitude of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. We know that what Mr Rudd is proposing cannot be achieved. The chief prosecutors from the International Criminal Court have said that it is not going to succeed. The most important thing we need to do is to have the political will to stand up to terrorism, to stand up to the kind of despotic leadership which Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has shown from Iran. This is a man who has said that Israel should be wiped off the face of the earth, who's conducted a conference to look at Holocaust revisionism and also has a nuclear aspiration which has been in breach of at least three United Nations Security Council resolutions.

The key to us dealing with Iran is to make sure that we stand up to them, that we support the sanctions applied by the United Nations Security Council, that we apply maximum diplomatic and economic and other pressures to Iran and also, of course, that we continue to support its neighbour, the democratically elected government of Iraq, and train its security forces to be able to deal with Iraq's own security.

[ends]
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