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Army Reserve Trainees and Apprentices Graduate

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Senator Sandy Macdonald has tonight congratulated Army Reserve Trainees and who have undertaken three years of intensive trade training in their chosen field of technical endeavor.

Army’s 8th Brigade established the Army Reserve Traineeship and Apprenticeship Program (ARTAP) in 2002 and the graduating class of 2006 is the second graduation since the inception of the scheme.

The soldiers from throughout the Hunter and Northern New South Wales were presented graduation certificates by Senator Macdonald at a military dinner in Newcastle.

Senator Macdonald also announced that vehicle mechanic, Craftsman Sam Giggins, was named the ARTAP Apprentice of the Year. Craftsman Giggins serves in the Army with the 8th Combat Service Support Battalion at Adamstown. His civilian employer is Daimler Chrysler. Craftsman Giggins also figured prominently on the merit lists for Academic and Technical Excellence and Best Soldier.

Senator Macdonald said ARTAP has taken steps to address nation-wide trade deficiencies in both Defence and civilian communities, by providing young Australians with opportunities to gain trade skills. 

“This has fostered unique relationships between Defence and private industry, through a collaborative effort from a variety of entities. 

“The training provided by ARTAP benefits not only the Army, but the various host employers,” Senator Macdonald said.

“These Army Reservists have taken an important step towards their future careers and the Australian Defence Force stands to benefit greatly from their skills. I also acknowledge the dedication of all those in the Hunter region who have contributed to the success of ARTAP,” Senator Macdonald said.

Following is a list of all graduates, including award winners, their Army units and their civilian employers:

Apprentice of the Year

1.
Craftsman Sam Giggins (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Vehicle Mechanic) Daimler Chrysler

2 & 3.
Private Nathan Tomkins (7 Field Regiment {7 Fd Regt} - Cook) Scratchleys on the Wharf

Private Loran Clarke (12/16 Hunter River Lancers {12/16 HRL} – Clerk) Muswellbrook Shire Council

Award for Academic Excellence

1.
Private Nathan Tomkins (7 Field Regiment {7 Fd Regt} - Cook) Scratchleys on the Wharf

2 & 3.
Craftsman Sam Giggins (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Vehicle Mechanic) Daimler Chrysler


Craftsman Mark Andrews (7 Field Regiment {7 Fd Regt} - Vehicle Mechanic) Cummins Engines

Award for Technical Excellence

1.
Craftsman Sam Giggins (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Vehicle Mechanic) Daimler Chrysler

2 & 3.
Craftsman Brett Sterland (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Vehicle Mechanic) Newcastle Hino


Private Loran Clarke (12/16 Hunter River Lancers {12/16 HRL} - Clerk) Muswellbrook Shire Council

Best Soldier (Brigade Commander’s Trophy)

1.
Private Sue D’Amico (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Cook) Goldbergs Coffee House

2 & 3.
Craftsman Todd James (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Fitter/Armourer)
P.J. Berriman

Craftsman Sam Giggins (8 Combat Service Support Battalion {8 CSSB} - Vehicle Mechanic) Daimler Chryslers

Graduating ARTAP Apprentices and Trainees

	Name
	Location and Trade
	Apprentice or Trainee

	Andrew Murray
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Brett Sterland
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Todd James
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Fitter/Armourer
	Graduate Apprentice

	James Mahony
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Fitter/Armourer
	Graduate Apprentice

	Susan Damico
	Adamstown 8 CSSB CHEF
	Graduate Apprentice

	Glenn Simpson
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Fitter/Armourer
	Graduate Apprentice

	Nathan Gardner
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Scott Goodier
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Adam Hesketh
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Joshua Mackie
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Ben Mosely
	Adamstown 8 CSSB Vehicle Mechanic
	Graduate Apprentice

	Joel Small
	12/16 Hunter River Lancers Muswellbrook Cook
	Graduate Trainee 

	Loran Clark
	12/16 Hunter River Lancers Muswellbrook Business Admin
	Graduate Trainee 

	Ben Edwards
	7 Field Regiment Pymble Store-person
	Graduate Trainee 
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