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A NEW ERA FOR THE DEFENCE HOUSING AUTHORITY
The Defence Housing Authority will have an expanded capacity as a result of amendments to the Defence Housing Authority Act 1987 which come into effect today.

The focus of the newly named Defence Housing Australia (DHA) will continue to be that of maintaining the Government’s commitment to provide high quality housing for Australia’s Defence personnel and their families.  The expanded capacity will also enable DHA to compete in the market place for provision of housing and housing-related services to other Commonwealth Government agencies as approved by the Minister.

The changes also include a smaller, more commercially focused DHA board structure in line with current policy and with the recommendations of the Uhrig Review.

The new board comprises: the Hon Peter Jones (Chairman), Mr Wayne Stokes, Ms Annabelle Chaplain, Mr William Bowness, Mr Peter Sharp, AVM Gary Beck (Rtd), Mr Gary Potts and Mr Michael Del Gigante (Managing Director).

DHA will also establish a new advisory committee consisting of representatives from each of the three services and a representative from Defence Families Australia who will advise DHA on the performance of its responsibilities.

The change of name to Defence Housing Australia establishes a commercial brand name that will be readily recognisable with its activities throughout Australia.

DHA manages approximately 17,000 residences in all States and Territories of Australia, representing about $6.2 billion worth of housing stock.

For a free subscription to Defence Direct, the Minister for Defence's monthly e-newsletter, please follow this link: <http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/defencedirect/spt/subscribe.html>
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