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MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE COMMAND TEAM RETURN HOME 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Senator Sandy Macdonald has today welcomed home the Coalition Task Force 158 (CTF-158), after more than four months of command in the Northern Persian Gulf.

Senator Macdonald and the Maritime Commander Australia, Rear Admiral Davyd Thomas looked on as families of Commodore Peter Lockwood RAN - and his team of 22 Royal Australian Navy personnel, were reunited after months of separation. 

“Our personnel that are deployed overseas are to be congratulated and should all be very proud of their service and commitment,” Senator Macdonald said.

“It is always heart warming to see these reunions. I am extremely proud of the commitment they have shown and very much aware of the sacrifices they make to serve their country. I thank them, and their families, and it is my pleasure to be here today,” said Rear Admiral Thomas. 

In his role the Australian Commander of the Coalition Task Force, comprised of coalition warships from the United States (US), United Kingdom, Iraq and Australia, Commodore Peter Lockwood was the second Australian since WWII to lead a combined task group in operations.

“The assignment was an incredible experience and I feel extremely privileged to have led a very capable team in an internationally significant operation. The security of the Middle East region is of global importance and the contribution of my team is something which they, and their families, should be very proud of,” said Commodore Lockwood.

Senator Macdonald said a major role for the task force has been maritime security operations, including the protection of the two Iraqi oil platforms which, together, are responsible for 95 per cent of Iraqi oil production and 80 per cent of Iraqi Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

The Australian led task force was also responsible for the interdiction of illegal maritime trade, escort of US Military shipping, and coordination of operations with other maritime forces.

Stills and video vision of the CTF-158 on operations can be found at www.defence.gov.au/opcatalyst
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