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DEFENCE MINISTER VISITS SOUTHERN IRAQ

Defence Minister Robert Hill has praised the work of the Australian Defence Force’s Al Muthanna Task Group during a visit to troops based in the southern Iraq province today (Thursday). 

Senator Hill used the visit to Al Muthanna Province to conduct talks with provincial leaders, and to open a Mobile Health Clinic funded by the ADF’s Civil Military Cooperation Program (CIMIC).

Senator Hill also took the opportunity to inspect the progress of training of the 2nd battalion of Iraqi soldiers that ADF personnel are training – the second principal task being undertaken by Australian Forces.

Senator Hill met with Australian Defence Force members who recently arrived in Al Muthanna Province as part of the second six month rotation of the Al Muthanna Task Group (AMTG). The group primarily is drawn from units of the 1st Brigade based in Darwin.

Australian forces in Al Muthanna Province are providing a secure environment for the Japanese engineer contingent engaged in humanitarian construction projects in the province. Australian personnel are also training Iraqi Army elements as part of Australia’s contribution to the stabilisation of Iraq.

“ADF members are reporting strong progress in training the second battalion of Iraqi forces, who will take over security responsibility in Al Muthanna Province,” Senator Hill said.

“Australia’s focus continues to be strengthening Iraq’s institutions and infrastructure. Building security capacity is a critical component of that effort.

“I took the opportunity to discuss with provincial leaders the progress in the development of Al Muthanna Province and the contribution Australia is making through the deployment of the Al Muthanna Task Group.

“They have again expressed their gratitude for Australia’s assistance in the region and indicated Australian troops have proven very popular amongst the local communities.”

The Australian Defence Force has recently completed two other major community projects in Al Muthanna Province, as part of its contribution to the reconstruction of Iraq.

A $186,000 Veterinary Medicine Supply Building and a $135,000 Animal Waste Treatment Unit have been built in As Samawah. Both projects were funded and managed by the ADF’s Civil Military Cooperation Team.

“These two facilities are a symbol of the enduring friendship between Australia and the Al Muthanna Province, and will help strengthen the economic well being of this largely rural region,” Senator Hill said.

Defence has allocated more than $2.25 million in funding for CIMIC activities in southern Iraq. The projects are designed to have a direct and positive impact on the quality of life for the region’s residents.

Earlier this week Senator Hill met with Iraqi Defence Minister, Hassan al-Dulaymi, who again thanked Australia for its continuing support, and reinforced the desire of the Iraqi Transitional Government that international forces continue to support them in establishing their democracy and defeating the insurgents and terrorists.
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