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WELCOME HOME FOR HMAS NEWCASTLE

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence, Teresa Gambaro MP, has congratulated the crew of HMAS Newcastle for a highly successful deployment to the Middle East.

Ms Gambaro will welcome home the crew of the frigate this morning when the warship berths at Sydney’s Garden Island Naval Base following six months in the Middle East area of Operation.

“On behalf of the Australian Government and the people of Australia, I would like to offer a heartfelt welcome home to HMAS Newcastle and her crew, and offer our congratulations and praise on a highly successful operation. 

“This is the third time HMAS Newcastle has deployed in support of operations in the Middle East Area of Operation. 

“It is a testament to all those returning today that Australia continues to support efforts to develop a secure and stable environment in Iraq and to assist with national recovery programs.  

“The nation should be proud of the service, contribution, and sacrifice of the men and women of HMAS Newcastle for their contribution to ADF operations,” Ms Gambaro said.

Ms Gambaro has also paid tribute to the families of the sailors for the role they’ve played on the home front while their loved ones have been overseas. 

“The support of the families of the men and women who serve in HMAS Newcastle should not be underestimated. 

“On behalf of the Australian Government, I thank each and every one of them for their continued sacrifice and support of their loved ones during this deployment.

“It is magnificent to see HMAS Newcastle return safely to home, and I am sure there will now be many happy reunions.”
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