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Sunday, 27 November 2005
188/2005

EXPANDED COMMERCIAL ROLE FOR DEFENCE

HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Defence Housing Authority (DHA) is to expand its activities to include providing housing and related services to other Commonwealth agencies, Defence Minister Robert Hill and Finance Minister Nick Minchin announced today.

The Ministers said the change was part of an updating of the governance and legislative arrangements under which Defence Housing Authority would operate. DHA currently provides housing for members of the Australian Defence Force.

The new arrangements will also include a name change to Defence Housing Australia to better reflect the commercial environment in which DHA now operates.

The Ministers stressed that safeguards would ensure that the expansion of DHA’s operations would not affect the quality of service it provides to Australian Defence Force (ADF) members.

“The DHA has been responsible for a significant improvement in the quality of housing provided to ADF members. The changes are designed to ensure those high standards are maintained,” Senators Hill and Minchin said.

“The changes will also enable Defence Housing Australia to be more innovative.  The Commonwealth as a whole will benefit from a wider range of services including housing and relocation of Defence and other Commonwealth agency employees.

“The changes will underpin Defence Housing Australia’s long term viability as a Government Business Enterprise.” 

The changes also include a smaller, more commercially focused DHA board structure and changes to the Defence Housing Australia Act 1987 to bring the Act into line with current legislation and policy.
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