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BOYS SET TO EXCEL AT THE DEFENCE FORCE ACADEMY

The Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) is hosting the leadership phase of the Boys Education Lighthouse Schools (BELS) program, Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence De-Anne Kelly announced today.

Mrs Kelly said that over 140 high achieving boys from seven Australian Capital Territory high schools were participating in challenging tasks at the Academy as a test of their teamwork and leadership skills.

“The BELS program is funded by the Federal Government and was established in response to research that showed that boys throughout Australia were underachieving academically.  The program focuses on literacy and leadership and incorporates activities that stimulate boys’ interest in learning,” Mrs Kelly said.

“I am pleased that Australian Defence Force Academy staff are able to host the boys and am sure that the military leadership activities will be a highlight of their BELS program.

“They will undertake tasks such as a leadership reaction course and above-pool obstacle course that will challenge and develop their leadership and judgement, teamwork and communication skills.  

“These types of personal challenges are the same as the ones experienced by cadets and midshipmen while studying at the Defence Force Academy and I am sure that the boys will be inspired by the personal development opportunities and the mentoring they received.

Mrs Kelly said that the Defence Force Academy trained young women and men as the future leaders of the Australian Defence Force.  Cadets and midshipmen at the Academy undertake degree programs in Arts, Business, Engineering, Science and Technology while participating in a range of military training, leadership and skills development programs.
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