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DEFENCE FAMILIES ON-LINE

Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, De-Anne Kelly, today launched a new website to help Australian Defence Force families contribute to policy and conditions of service development.

Mrs Kelly said Defence Families of Australia (DFA) was an independent organisation formed in 1986 to officially represent the views of Defence families to the Government and the ADF’s senior leadership group. 

“The new DFA website now gives members and national delegates easier access to information and the facility to lodge contributions and suggestions on-line,” Mrs Kelly said.

“Defence Families of Australia gives ADF families a formally recognised ‘voice’ in the development of departmental policies, procedures and military conditions of service entitlements.

“This advocacy role is very important and the Government values the views and contributions of DFA members.”

Mrs Kelly said support to families is an essential element of enhancing recruitment and retention within the ADF.  The Government had already championed a number of family-orientated initiatives, particularly in areas such as childcare, employment assistance for partners, school transition aides and enhanced and practical support for families of deployed members and looked forward to receiving feedback and further contributions from Defence Families of Australia.

Mrs Maureen Greet, National Convenor of Defence Families of Australia, said the new website was made possible through the generous support of the RAN Central Canteens Fund.

“Our sincere thanks go to the RAN Central Canteens Fund for its grant that has allowed DFA to redevelop its website,” Mrs Greet said.

“The DFA website is an important resource for Defence families to obtain information and an effective forum for making suggestions and contributing to the development of ADF policies and conditions of service.  As National Convenor, I am proud of the contributions that our members make to support our partners and spouses during their military service.”

The website is also a management tool for the DFA Executive to monitor trends and family concerns, allowing the timely collection of information to help frame submissions to the Government and the Department of Defence.  More information about Defence Families of Australia is available at: www.dfa.org.au
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