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550 EXTRA CHILD CARE PLACES AID DEFENCE FAMILIES

Defence families across Australia will benefit from an extra 550 child care places under a major expansion of the Defence Child Care Program, Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence De-Anne Kelly announced today.

The six new ABC centres will increase the number of dedicated long day care places available to Defence families to 1545 by January next year.

“Offering access to an additional six centres under the Defence Child Care Program will help ease the demands on ADF families as they relocate around Australia,” Mrs Kelly said.

Locations that will benefit from the expansion include:

· ABC Kensington, a 64-place centre in Sydney

· ABC Townsville, a 131-place centre in Townsville

· ABC Riverside Gardens, a 100-place centre in Townsville

· ABC Salisbury North, a 90-place centre in Adelaide

· ABC Smithfield, a 90-place centre in Adelaide 

· ABC Palmerston, a 75-place centre in Darwin

Mrs Kelly said the capacity of the Defence Child Care Program had expanded by 50 per cent in the first six months of Defence’s new contract with ABC Corporate Care Pty Ltd.

“One of the major challenges faced by Defence Force families is the requirement to regularly transfer as a result of military postings. This can affect their ability to access suitable child care in their new location,” the Minister said.

These centres will come within the Defence program between November this year and January 2006. Defence families wishing to apply for positions, or join the waiting list at either the corporate centres identified above, or any other Defence or ABC centre, can do so through ABC’s dedicated National Enrolment Call Centre number on 1800 222 543.

“Defence also has a number of other family-friendly programs in place to assist with relocation, including practical and financial assistance for spouses and partners to find employment, school transition aides, education assistance and family support funding,” Mrs Kelly said.
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