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COMMUNITY INFORMATION WILL CONTINUE ON 

JCTC PROJECT

Defence Minister Robert Hill said this week’s community information sessions to be held in central Queensland will be part of an ongoing community consultation process to be carried out by Defence.

Senator Hill said the Joint Combined Training Centre project was still being developed with specific projects in relation to the upgrades still needing to be approved by both Governments in the coming months.

However, Senator Hill said as the project develops more information will be made available to the central Queensland community in the lead up to Exercise Talisman Sabre in 2007.  

“I welcome today’s release of the Central Queensland University economic report showing that Defence injects more than $52 million into the Central Queensland economy and generates 728 full time equivalent jobs,” Senator Hill said.

“This is a great economic boost to the region which benefits in areas such as accommodation, retail and hospitality.”

Earlier this year Senator Hill announced that Australia and the U.S. had agreed to the concept of developing a Joint Combined Training Centre at the annual Australia-United States Ministerial consultations (AUSMIN) in Washington. 

Under the JCTC concept, Shoalwater Bay Training Area, in Queensland, and Bradshaw Field Training Area and the Delamere Range facility, in the Northern Territory, will be upgraded and subsequently linked with compatible US training facilities.

“The Joint Combined Training Centre initiative will provide vital training experience for the Australian Defence Force as well as providing a valuable boost to local Communities,” Senator Hill said.

“Talisman Sabre 2007 has been programmed for some time and will see Australian and U.S. Military personnel undertake land, sea, and air training in a variety of simulated scenarios.

“The Talisman Sabre series is a major exercise – other training activities supported by JCTC facilities may be much smaller and include exercises by units such as Rockhampton’s 42 RQR.”

 “The Government appreciates that Shoalwater Bay is an important heritage and environmental asset and Defence is aware of its responsibility to protect and manage this land.  The project will be developed in accordance with Defence’s current rigorous environmental planning requirements.”
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